E. * 8 F 8 


ON THE 


BEIN C of a GO D, 


HIS 


GOVERNING and PazsERVING 
PROVIDENGE 
AND 


Alſo ſome farther Thoughts 
ON 7 TH E 


NECESSITY and CERTAINTY | 
OF A | 
DIVINE REVELATION. 


By Hamon ab fra. Eſq; 2 


Aa 3 n 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by Jon OLtveR, in Bartholomew-Cleſe : 
Sold alfo by Mr DopsLEV, in Pall- Mall; Mr Fox, in 
We/tminfler-Hall; and by Mr CREIGHTON, at Ipſwich. 


| M.DCC.LII. 
{Price ſewed Two Shillings.] 


** 
i 
* : 1 * 
* 4 , | | 
* 
* 
$ « 
» — 
— 
4 * 
* 
4 * 
* | | 
- 
i 7 
| A 
R » 
* 
* 
1 * F #7 . ' 
„ 
; * 
N 7200 
+ 
ON 
P. ue 
- 
+. 
* 
4 " * 
[7 5 
Y 
— 
* * A 
* 
9 
1 
. 
* 3 # 
N 9 x 
* 8 ; 
; » 4 » 
* 
# 
» 4 5 
* 
8 * 
L _ 
. 5 ; 
LI 


wt 


PF , 2 
* ; 4 —_— 4 1 8 
s » 1 7 4 
4 6 o . 1 
» » «a V ” 
«> . 
— E PS *7 % 
* ; 
. 
. 
1 — + +43 *% LA N 
1 * 
. 
. 
** 
— 9 
1 
* . 
” 


">< hot wlüakte Meſſing of 
2 a Religious, Chriſtian, and 
Wite 1 and the | 


FREE me; for which! I am Boland with 
the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude to expreſs 
my chankfalhed as long as I have my 
Being, as it made me ſo far happy in 
my way of thinking, early to conſider 
I was not ſent into the world only to 
ſerve: and pleaſe: myſelf; conſequently 
the Honour and Glory of God, the 
Service of my King and Country, and 
the Good of my fellow creatures in ge- 
neral, muſt neceſſarily require my at- 
tention, and be thought my duty; 
which conſideration made me engage 
with the utmoſt. pleaſure, ſatisfaction 
and application, in thoſe laudable works, 
to anſwer as far as I was able the end 
A 2 0 


=. PREFACE. 
of my creation; being convinced by 


daily experience, what the wiſe Heathen 


ſaid, is found too true; Wibil agenda, 
mala agere diſces: which, for the ſake 
of my unlearned Readers, I ſhall turn 
into Engliſh in the following words ; 


namely, that Idleneſs is * Root of 


all Evil.“ 
Tas minds. of children are fitly to 
be compared to a field or garden un- 
cultivated and unſown with good ſeed, 
for want of which, plenty at unprofita- 
ble weeds will naturally ſpring up in 
ſuch field or garden; fo it will be with 
the minds of young perſons, if good 
ſeeds are not early ſown there, that is, 


the ſeeds of Chriſtianity and all moral 


duties. Common reaſon: convinces: us 
that noxious weeds, productive of Vice 


and Irreligion, will be the furniture of 


the * mind. If what a Hea- 
then Poet has ſaid be rational and juſt, 
which I think muſt be allowed to be ſo, 


viz. Quo ſemel oft imbuta recens, ſerva- 
bit odorem, tefta diu. How careful then 


ought all Parents and. Guardians to 0 
ih (if 
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(if they deſire to make the children un- 
der — care both good and wiſe) to 
ſeaſon the recen . the minds of 
children with the ſweet and wholeſome 
odors of Piety and Virtue? ''T have been 
led into theſe thoughts and declarations 
by ſome abſurd and dangerous opinions 
I A lately met with in regard to the 
education of children, i. e. that no prin- 
ciples of Religion of any ſort ought to be 
inſtilled into children, but that the mind 
is to be left to its natural freedom to ex- 
amine and chooſe when it comes to ma- 
turity, either ſome Religion or no Reli- 
gion, according as their judgments lead 
them; and that ſeaſoning the mind in its 
infancy with any good impreſſions, is 
biaſſing and warping it; and rendering 
it — of judging impartially. 

As I have already ſpoke my ſenti- 
minds about this matter, all that I ſhall 
add more on the occaſion, is this, That 
if the notions above mentioned are em- 
braced, adieu to the pure Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, if not to all virtue and mo- 
rality ; for if children are wholly left to 


them- 
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themſelves till their natural paſſions 
grov / equally ſtrong with their redſon, 
there will! bed very ſmall hopes of their 
turning their thoughts to a leſſon ſo de 
ſtructive of thoſe then mature appetites 
and inclinations that human nature is fo! 
prone and addicted to; little or no:time: 
is them like to be ſpared from ſenſual en- 
joyments, tu think about religious and 
moral duties when eee be⸗ 
fore been impreſt on theit minds. 
Wr are directed by a wiſe man; and 
one thatwe- Chriſtians think Was divine- 
ly inſpired if ſo, wliatche ſaid muſt cer- 
tainly be right; Jo train up a child: in 
he way that he ſbould o, and 'when he ic 
old he apill not ulepart fruit, Provoxxii.6. 
Is nov be glad tobe informed of 
the ill conſequences that can follow, from 
_ thermindisbeingearlyſeaſoned:withpious 
and virtuous ſentiments: If what the 
objector ſays he true, that it is warping 
and biaſſing of it; is there any hurt in 
biaſſing the mind to what is good and 
praiſe-worthy; in orderi to happineſs in 
_ world and eternal happineſs in the 


next? 
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next? It is moſt certain, th mind W 
be fruitful of ſomething, either good or 

evil; is it not therefore highly adviſcable 

to plant it early with good ſeeds? 
Il mar venture to ſay, the contrary 
ſition is big with deſtruction to the ſouls 
of men, which conſideration hath mov- 
ed me to ſay what I have done, being 
ſolicitous for the eternal welfare of my 
fellow creatures as well as my,own; for 
I may ſay with ſtrict truth, I do not make 
public my Labours in the Lord out of 
vanity or with a view of profit ; being 
ſenſible I am not learned and accurate 
enough in my productions to give a title 
to the firſt, and as Iam an Author only 
to inftru& the poor and illiterate, my 
plain, but char, ax fare, they, are hear- 
tily welcome to, without money; and. I 
ſincerely wiſh it may nouriſh their ſouls 
to eternal life, 
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On the Being of a GOD. 


many practical Atheiſts in the world, 
we have not, I think, at this pre- 


Atheiſm worthy of notice; the great 
patrons of it, are gone to be made ſenſible, to 
their eternal ſhame and confuſion, of the Being 
of a Gop; that is, of one ſupreme, indepen- 
dent, ſelf-exiſting Cauſe from all eternity, which 
muſt be the original Cauſe of all other things, 
viſtble and inviſible. Without allowing this, it 
will be impoſſible to avoid plunging into the moſt 
glaring abſurdities ; to attempt a rational produc- 

| B tion 
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tion of the world from any other Cauſe. One 
of the Champions * for Atheiſm would allow 
of no other God but rhe Univerſe, and that 
the world was always what we ſee it now, and 
will continue ſo for ever. Others there were, 
who imagined men ſprung out of the earth like 
muſhrooms; and not finiſhed as they Appear 
now, but by a piece at a time, a Leg at one time, 
and an Arm at another, and fo on, till by chance 
(for the Reader muſt underſtand, that according 
to the Atheiſts ſyſtem, Chance had a great ſhare 
towards the formation of this glorious fabrick, 
the world, and all its admirable furniture) the 

arts met together and cemented, and became at 
laſt a beautiful human creature. It would be 
endleſs, and indeed miſſpending my time, to take 
notice of all the ridiculous and abſurd conjectures 
about the formation of the heavens and the 
earth, ſuch as the fortuitous jumbling together of 
atoms, Cc. c. 

SoME Atheiſts of ſuperior underſtanding to 
thoſe above mentioned, have endeavaured to ac- 
count for the formation of the world and all its 
inhabitants, without the help of an unoriginated 
and omnipotent Being, we call God; but their 
labours have been in vain; their ſeveral argu- 
ments having been evidently confuted and ex- 
ploded, proved ſenſeleſs and abſurd, by a cloud 
of more learned men than themſelves ; ſome of 


FLY AY ren ds * 3 


whoſe names I ſhall have occaſion ta mention I 
aſterwards. 1 5 r 
„ Srixoz a. i 2 t 


If 
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Ir there was no one thing in the creation but 
man, to demonſtrate an unoriginated, eternal and 
omnipotent Being, who was the creator of the 
world, ſure man alone would be ſufficient to do 
it, who i is known to be made capable of think- 
ing, reaſoning, contriving, concerting, judging 
of right and wrong, laying deep ſchemes for his 
own ſecurity, advancement in riches, honour 
and power; and for promoting all ſenſual enjoy- 
ments. Now until I am better informed than I 
have been as yet, from the moſt philoſophical 
and fagacious Atheiſts, . I cannot conceive how a 
lump of clay, or any other lifeleſs piece of mat- 
ter came' to be faſhioned originally ike man, and 
have life breathed into him; voluntary motion 
given him, together with all thoſe faculties be- 
fore mentioned, unleſs done by an eternal, ſelf- 
_ exiſting and Almighty Being. 
. Ir is indeed very extraordinary that man, who 
is ſo vain and proud in other reſpects, ſhould be 
ſo very, humble -in the matter of his creation ; 
for ſure I am, it is much greater honour and 
credit for man to be created by a wiſe God, 
and as it is faid in ſacred writ, in the likeneſs of 
God, than by Chancez we know not how ; 
perhaps from putrefaction, as the Atheiſts have 
aſſerted ſome inſets to be produced, which is 
clearly demonſtrated to be: abſolutely falſe. 
Goop God! how unaccountably perverſe i is 
mankind? to decry and reject with ſcorn religious 
myſteries, ſtampt with Divine authority, When 


they do not tally with their Hypotheſes, and at 
B 2 other 
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other times when it ſuits their purpoſe, appear 
fond of them, if ever ſo abſurd and contrary to 
all ſenſe and reaſon. For it is moſt certain, no- 
thing can be a deeper myſtery than man's being 
brought into Being at firſt ; that is, to have a 
living ſoul, motion, and intelligence any other 
way than by an Almighty agent, we call God: 
this would moſt certainly be the only rational ac- 
count of man's, and every other living creature's 
coming originally into Being, if we were left to 
our own conjectures about it: But as we are told 
by the beſt authority, it was ſo, the matter will 
bear no conteſt, 

AGAIN, though I have endeavoured to ſhew | 
that man alone 1s a ſufficient evidence of the 
Being of a God, if we had no other; I may juſt- 
ly fay every thing in the creation convincingly 
proves the truth of it, and that they all proceed 
from the fame firſt Cauſe; who, that has eyes to 
behold the ſtupendous expanſe of the viſible 
world, with all its imbelifhments; its ſurprizing 
variety and uniformity; its order and regularity; 
can help crying out, in the words of the Royal 
Pſalmiſt, that he Heavens declare the glory of 
God, and that the firmament fhews forth his 
handy work: And likewiſe with St Paul, the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, that from the 
creation of the world, His (God's) eternal power 
and Godhead may be eaſily underſtood from the 
light of reaſon ; ſo that the Apoſtle thought even 


the Gentile world without excule 1 in not finding 
out 
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out with. certainty the Creator, God bleſſed 
for evermore. 

Acalx, The ſame Apoſtle reprehends the 
Gentiles for not finding out the. proper object of 
their worſhip, which the light of nature might 
ealily have directed them to, but paying worſhip 
to the creatures inſtead of the Creator; ſo, 
they were more properly Idolaters than Athe- 
iſts: though I make no doubt but there was a 
mixture of both. _ 

H1sToRY, as 1 remember, tells of two or 
three inſtances of perſons dying martyrs to Athe- 
iſm ; which ſeems to me incredible, becauſe the 
nature of man tends to ſelf- -preſervation, and to 
the enjoyment of lite, as long as poſſible ; and 
as it is certain the Atheiſts indulge themſelves in 
all the pleaſures and advantages of it, and in- 
deed have no reaſon to the contrary, it appears 
quite unaccountable they ſhould be willing to 
leave them, and be annihilated before their time, 
or rather, be damned before their time ; for can 
an Atheiſt expect mercy from the God he de- 
nies againſt the moſt irreſiſtable evidences for the 
truth and certainty of His Being; a truth we 
may be as infallibly ſure of, as if we ſaw Him 
with our bodily eyes? 'The moſt illiterate, who 
is capable of thinking at all about things, and 
makes the leaſt obſervation, muſt ſee Him in a 
thouſand inſtances; and whoſoever is ſo ſtupid as 
not to do it, without ſome further help than his 
Qwn underſtanding, I muſt recommend to. him 
the reading Mr Ray's Wiſdom of God in the Crea- 


4 tion. 


tion x. And to 5 as 4 any knowledge of . 
metaphyſical, philoſophical, and mathematical 


learning, let the great Mr Boyle, Sir Iſaac New- 


ton, Dr Clarke, and Mr Locke, &c. employ their 
time. | 
Bur notwithſtanding the grand ſupporters of 
Atheiſm have been driven from their holds, and 
not able to ſtand their ground againſt the Be- 
lievers in God and Jeſus Chriſt, they have left 
their tools behind them; which ſome minnte 
dablers in Atheiſm make uſe of to ſtifle their 
checks of conſcience, which at times give them 
ſome uneaſy twitches for their enormous wicked- 
neſſes; but theſe Sceptics, like the Pfalmiſt's 
fool, only dare fay in their hearts, and by their 
wicked lives, or perhaps among ſome particular 
companions, There is no God; for as they are 
unable to defend their opinions by any rational 
arguments, ſo they are aſhamed publickly to 
own them; and inſtead of Atheiſm, take ſhel- 
ter in Deiſm. And fo far we agree; but can by 
no means allow that natural religion is the only 
religion given us by God; it was indeed origi- 
nally ſo, but God ſoon after the creating of man, 
did by degrees, and at various times and man- 
ners, make known his will to mankind, before it 
was made compleat and perfect by the chriſtian 
diſpenſation : And to ſpeak the very truth, it is 
the ſtrictneſs and purity of the Chriſtian Religion 


* See alſo Mr Der>an's Demonſtration of the Being and Attri- 
but es of God from his Works of Crestion, 


that 
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that is the ſtumbling-block in their way to the 
belief of it. ed „ | 

S1x was the parent of Atheiſm ; and vice and 
wickedneſs have produced every ſpecies of Infide- 
lity; for we are very unwilling to believe that to 
be true, which if true, muſt either make us for- 
fake many of our moſt beloved enjoyments in this 
world, or be miſerable hereafter. What can a 
righteous man, that fears God and walks in his 
ways, defire and wiſh for more ardently than 
that there may be a God, and a ſuture ſtate? For 
annihilation muſt be a ſhocking thought to a 
good man; indeed, it is preferable to eternal mi- 
ſery. 

Aa What can a virtuous and good man 
rejoice more at, than having a clear revelation of 
God's will, and of an aſſurance of an eternal and 
unſpeakable reward for obeying it; therefore 
furely, nothing but a deſire of ignorance, as a 
plea for ſinning, can make the Atheiſt diſbelieve 
the Being of a God, or the Deiſt reject the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation. 

Ir what I have faid already will not make the 
Being of a God evident from the light of Rea- 
ſon, I ſhall demonſtrate the truth of it from ſa- 
cred Record; and why is not ſacred Hiſtory to 
be credited as well as profane, ſince it is better 
atteſted? There we are told Gop made the 
World, and after that He made Man of the duſt 

of the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living ſoul; 
moreover, that man might have ſome knowledge 


B 4 of 


| 
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of his Creator, Gop thought fit to enter inta 
ſome converſe with him, and made a covenant 


with him to this effect; That he might freely 
eat of every tree of the garden i in which he was 


pe except one, which was the tree of the 


nowledge of good and evil: and farther told 
him what puniſhment would be inflicted on him, 
if he diſobeyed his command, which was no leſs 
than the certainty of dying; Gen. ii. 1 ee AT, 
Whether Adam knew the nature of this puniſh- 
ment, I will not venture to determine, but ſo 
much he muſt know, that it was ſomething 
2 1 and terrible. But no more; bbs bein: 


Eve's mangel on God 5 with them both, 
by way of expoſtulation on the occaſion, Gen. 
li. 9, Sc. after that, God made himſelf known 


to Cain, by talking with him about his being 


wroth that he had reſpe& to Abel's offering and 
not to his, as alſo about the murther of his bro- 
ther Abel: The next intercourſe God had with 
man, was with his righteous ſervant Noah, to 
who he gave directions about building the 
ark, Gez. vi. 13. after this, God ee 
to enter into ſome converiation with his favourite 
Abrabem, to whom alſo it is ſaid he appeared, 
and told him ( Abram) what he would do for 
his ſeed, Gen. xii. 17. God ſpake at other 
times to Abram ; but the moſt remarkable one 


was 
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was when he appeared to him, and faid, I am 
the Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou 
perfect, Gen. xvii. We muſt not imagine that 
God appeared in any comparative form. or like- 
neſs, only that he appeared in glory ; which 
| muſt be very tremendous, becauſe it is ſaid, 
= wer. 3. that Abraham fell on his face. 
= AFTER this, we find, Gen. xxii. that God 
talked with Abraham again; and then the fa- 
crificing his ſon was the ſubject of their conver- 
fation ; which Abraham readily comply'd. with 
at the command of God, and was going that 
inſtant to execute it, had he not been prevented 
by the Angel of the Lord calling to him out of 
heaven, ver. 11. This Angel of the Lord is 
ſuppoſed to be the Divine ayes, the Son of God, 
afterwards incarnate: and though in all the other 
texts it is ſaid God ſpake, and God appeared, 
there is great reaſon to believe it was the ſame 
divine perſan (God the Son) that ſpake and ap- 
peared to the ſeveral perſons before mentioned; 
and likewiſe the ſame Angel of the Lord that ap- 

eared afterwards to Moſes in a flame of fire out 
of the midſt of a buſh, Exod. iii. 2. and at 
verſe the fourth, the ſame divine perſon is ſtiled 
both Lord and God ; and at ver, 6. it appears 
the ſame divine perſon ſaid to Moſes, I am the 
Cod of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Tfaac, and the God of Jacob: and it is added, 
Moſes hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon 
God. | 
204. 4 
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| Ar TER this, God and Moſes had many con- 
ferences, which I ſhall omit mentioning, and go 
on to Exod. xix. 9. where the Lord ſaid unto 
Mpſes, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that 


the people may hear when I ſpeak with thee, &c. 


to ver. 18. where it is faid, Mount Sinai was al- 
together on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcend- 

upon it in fire, and the ſinoke thereof aſcend- 
ed as the ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole 
mount. quaked greatly, and the voice of the 
trumpet founded long, and waxed louder and 


louder ; Moſes ſpake, and God anfwered him by 
a voice. After that, God gave the people fome 


laws which we call the Ten Commandments, 
chap. xx. 21, 22. And the people flood afar off, 
and Moſes drew near unto the thick darkneſs 
where God was; And the Lord faid unto Moſes, 


Thus ſhall you ſay unto the children of Iſrael; ye 


have feen that I have talked with you from Hea- 
ven, At chop. xxiv. the Lord faid unto Moſes, 


Come up unto the Lord, thou and Aaron, Nadab 


and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael, 


and worſhip ye afar off: and Moſes alone ſpall 


come near the Lord; but they ſhall not come nigh, 
neither ſhall the people go up with him: After 
this, early the next morning, it appears to be 
by the hiſtory; Moſes built an altar under the 
hill, and offered burnt offerings and peace offer- 
ings, &c. After which, the text fays, Maſes, 
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the ſeventy elders, 
went up again; to the mount, I conceive ; and 
they {aww the God of Iſrael, and there was under 

his 


- - 
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his feet, as it were a paved work of a ſaphire 


flone, and as it were the body of beaven in lis 
clearneſs ; and upon the nobles of the children of 
Tfrael,he laid not his band: Alſo they ſaw God, 
end did eat and drink ; and the Lord faid unto 
Moſes, Come up to me into the mount, And Moſes 
roſe up, and his miniſter Toſhua, and Moſes went 
up into the mount of God, and a cloud covered the 
mount, and the glory of the Lord abode upon mount 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it fix days, and the 
ſeventh day he called unto Moſes out of the middle 
of the cloud; and the fight of the glory of the Lord 
was like devouri ng fire, on the top of the mount, 

in the eyes of the Children of Iſrael: And Mo pſes 
went into the midft of the cloud, and gat him up 
into the mount, where he continued forty days and 
forty nights, ver. 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18. 
And God gave unto Moſes, when be bad made an. 
end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, 
two tables of teſtimony, tables of None, written 
with the finger of God, Exod. xxxi. 18. Again, 
chap. xxxXiil. 9, 11. And it came to paſs as Meſes 
entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar de- 
ſcended, and flood at the deor of the tabernacle, 
and the Lord talked with Moſes ; and the Lird 
ſpake unto Maſes face to face, as a man ſpeaketh 
unto his friend. At ver. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,23, 
we find Moſes requeſted the Lord to ſhew him 
his glory; and the Lord ſaid, I will make all 
my goodneſs to paſs before thee. And the Lord ſaid, 
Thou canſt not fee my face, for there ſhall no man 


fee me and Ii ve. And the Lord ſaid, Bebold there 
| 7 5 
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7s @ place by me, and thou ſhalt fland upon a rock; 
and it ſhall came to paſs while my glory paſſeth by, 


T will put thee in a cliſt of the rock, and I will 
cover thee with my hand while I paſs by; and I 


will take away my hand, and thou ſhalt ſee my 


back parts, but my face ſhall not be ſeen. 
I'T is needleſs to take up my readers time 


with any farther proofs from ſacred writ, which 


are innumerable, to demonſtrate the Being of a 
God. Whoſoever believes Moſes's Hiſtory, and the 
reſt of the Old and New Teſtament, to be facts, 
and no fables, he will want no other evidence to 


be fully convinced of the truth of it, without. 


the aſſiſtance of the light of reaſon. And indeed, 


we ought to eſteem it as an a& of unparalleled 


700dneſs and condeſcenſion in our Creator, to 
make himſelf ſo known to mankind (over and 
above the works of creation) as to leave us with- 
out excuſe, if we did not believe in, adore, and 
ferve him. | oy 
MorEoveR, we receive from the ſcriptures 
a much clearer light into, and idea of the nature 
and attributes of the great Creator of the world, 
than the bare light of reaſon could poſſibly give 
us; we are told in the ſacred writings, that God 
is a Spirit, and that we muſt worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth; and from the. ſame inſpired 
authors we are informed, that God's governing 
and preſerving Providence is over all his works: 
which by ſome hath been denied, who have 
allowed the exiſtence of a God. How the belief 
of the one is conſiſtent with the diſbelief of the 


other, 


WW; 
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other, is, I freely confeſs, beyond my capacity to 
comprehend : for ſure I am, that nothing can be 
more abſurd, and contrary to common ſenſe, than 
to ſuppoſe, that that Being who thought fit to 
make the world, ſhould afterwards leave it to. 
ſhift for itſelf, and have no concern about it: The 
light of reaſon, I ſay, muſt in general diſcover 
this to mankind ; but if we will believe the ſa- 
cred hiſtory, we ſhall there find particular and. 
very glaring inſtances of God's governing and 
preſerving Providence; and if he did it in the in- 
fancy of the world, there is no doubt to be made 
of his continuing to do it, though not in the 
ſame manner diſcoverable by us; nor is there the 
ſame reaſon for it, as God has for ſome thou- 
ſand years paſt made himſelf ſufficiently known 
to his rational creatures, as I ſhall make evident- 
ly appear in the following Eſſays. 54 


Gn A Bid 
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H AVING in my firſt chapter ſhewed that 
man might by the mere light of reafon, 
with great certainty, find out a ſupreme Being 
we call God, to be the Creitor of the world, 
which 


* 
Pr 
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which indeed is now publickly denied by very 
few, if any: And having likewiſe confirmed the 
truth of it by inſpired authority; I ſhall in this 
take the ſame method, by endeavouring to ſhew 
that we might with proper attention find out 
Ly our natural capacities God's government and 
ſuper- intendency of the affairs of all his crea- 
tures, if we had no knowledge of it from facred 
records; and that he is not an unactive, indolent 
Being, as ſome Heathens have repreſented him. 

IT is a common expreſſion, © that things go on 
according to the courſe of nature, or rather ac - 
cording to the laws of nature; words without 
any meaning to many that uſe them; ſo I will 


take the liberty to give my ſenſe of them, which 


I take to be this: That by things going on ac- 


cording to the laws of nature, 1s going on ac- 


| cording to the firſt order, direction, and inten- 


tion of the Creator, not by blind Chance; for 
God is properly the God of nature. When God 
Almighty had finiſhed all his works, he ſaw that 
every thing was good and perfect that he had 
made, without any occaſion for alteration in the 
courſe of nature, by way of improvement or 
amendment, nor has he ever done it with that 
view; he has miraculouſly done it in ſeveral 
caſes (which I ſhall have occaſion to take notice 
of afterwards) to diſplay his power for the good 
of his creatures, and to evince that he is not re- 
gardleſs of the work of his hands. 3 
IAM willing to allow that generally ſpeak- 
ing things do go on according to the premier 

Ss intention 
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intention of the Author of nature, without in- 
verting the laws of nature, as was done in Heze= 
Hab's days by the ſun's going backward, and in 
Yoſbua's, when the ſun and moon Rood ſtill a 
whole day, Sc. * Nor is there the ſame reaſon 
for it in theſe later ages; in the firſt ages of the 
world men's underſtandings were ſo „ 
in regard to any proper knowledge of the Deity, 
that it was neceſſary God Almighty ſhould make 
himſelf known by ſome very affecting and un- 
common acts of power, in order to make men 
ſenſible that he is conſtantly about our path, 
and about our bed, and ſpies out all our ways, 
and underſtands our thoughts long before, and 
that nothing eſcapes his all- ſeeing eye. And to 
confirm the truth of this, I proceed to produce 
evidences from the ſacred writings, which I 
hope will be credited as an authentic hiſtory of 
facts, by thoſe who do not admit their divine 
original. 

I SHALL begin with the world in its zi: 
cy, and go on to the dawnings of Chriſtianity ; 
after which time, God Almighty, who in wif 
dom knows the fitneſs of things, did not in ſo 
remarkable a manner diſcover his over-ruli 
providence as he had done before, though he 
continues the ſame care over. all his works, and 
will do fo till the conſummation of all things: 
But we are now left to diſcover his judgments 
and mercies s by our own obſervation ; ; but alas! 


P 2 Kings XX, 8, 9,10, 11. Joſua 1.13 
8 ; we 
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we are too careleſs and unthinking to take 4 
proper notice of either, being apt to think, if 
we think about them at all, that they come by 
chance: ſo that we are unthankful for his mer- 
cies, and ſo inſenſible of the cauſe of his judg- 
ments, as not to turn into the way of righteouſ- 


neſs, in order to avert them. For our good God 


declares he delights not in puniſhing his crea- 
tures ; ſo that it evidently appears when his judg- 
ments are upon the earth, they are ſent for our 
reformation. | 

THe firſt inſtance T ſhall give of God's tak- 
ing notice of what is done here below, ſhall 
be of Carr's affair, who killed his brother Abel ; 
the caſe was ſo extraordinary, and the act fo 


wicked, that God thought fit to let him know 


there was ati omniſcient Being, and that his bro- 
ther's blood cried unto him from the ground for 
vengeance, Gen. iv. ag 

THE next convincing proof of God's govern- 
ing the world, and likewiſe of his omniſcience, 


that I ſhall take notice of, was his direQting 
Noah to prepare an ark for his own and family's 


fafety from the univerſal deluge, wherein every 
foul except Noah's family was to be deſtroyed ; 
and as a ſtanding warning and leſſen to the new 


world to avoid ſplitting on the fame rock: for 
_ God- Almighty's patience was quite worn out 
with ſeeing the earth fo filled with violence, and 


that all fleſh had corrupted its way upon the 
earth, though the world was not then ſeventeen 
hundred years old, when deſtroyed by water ; 

and 
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and Lamech, Noah's father, lived fifty years with 
Adam himſelf ; which makes it wonderful they 
| ſhould fo ſoon forget God their Creator. | 

By Moſes's account, Noah's family was the only 
righteous family at the coming on of the Flood; 
for which reaſon they were preſerved, to raiſe, 
- if poflible, a generation of righteous men. But 
it was not long before they began to degenerate 
from the righteous ſtock, by concerting wicked 
devices; which made them fall under the dif- 
pleaſure of their Creator : who, in order to dif- 
appoint their grand, vain, and ambitious defign 
of Building the Tower of Babel, confounded 
their language; ſo that they were not able to go 
on with their concerted project; but were forced 
to part from one another, and diſperſe over the 
face of the whole earth. 

IT was not many Generations, before the true 
Religion began to decline and decay again; which 
may receive its date from Nimrod, the fon of 
Cuſb, the grandſon of Ham, who was one of 
Noab's ſons: which evinces the neceſſity of a 
ſtanding Revelation of the will of God. | 

THE Gentile world was called by God him- 
ſelf a flate of darkneſs; how then can the Reli- 
g10n-of-nature-men venture to aſſert, that the light 
of nature, without any Revelation, 1s ſufficient 
to direct us how to ſerve and pleaſe God? But 
to proceed The next extraordinary event I ſhall 
take notice of, is that of Balaam's Aſs ſpeaking 
to his Maſter : This was naturally a dumb Beat, 


like other Beaſts, but by the power of God was 
Bj made 
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made to ſpeak, to reproach his Maſter for his ill 
uſage of him; and likewiſe to let Balaam un- 
derſtand, that his going to Balak was diſpleaſing 
to God, becauſe he acted in ſome reſpects con- 
trary to his command, Numb. xxii. 

AGAIN, Can any thing more demonſtrate he 
governing Providence of God over the world, 
and alſo his Divine Attributes of omniſcience 
and omnipreſence, than the account given us in 
2 Kings xx. of Hezekiah's ſickneſs, and of God's 
adding to his days fifteen years upon his praying 
earneſtly, with ſore weeping, to his God, that 
he might not die : He being told by the Pro- 
phet 1/azahb, by the expreſs command of God, 
that he ſhould die; with directions to prepare 
himſelf for it. However, Heze&:ah being dif- 


fident about his recovery, and living fifteen years 


longer, God Almighty was ſo indulgent to him, 
as to work a miracle to convince him, that his 
promiſe of adding to his life fo many years 


ſhould certainly be performed; and it was the 


very ſign that Hezekiah prayed for, which was, 
to make the ſun alter its natural and regular 


courſe, and go backwards ten degrees, inſtead of 


going forwards, as it always had done from its 


firſt giving light to the world. 

METHiNxs I hear it faid, I trouble myſelf to 
little purpoſe, being about a needleſs work ; for 
as the Bible is, or may be in every-one's hands 
that can read, I diſcover nothing to my Readers 
but what may be found there. I freely own, 
what I deliver on this occaſion may be. found 

diſperſed 
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diſperſed in the facred Writings ; but I will not 
allow I ſpend my time in vain, becauſe I ſpend 
it much to my ſatisfaction, and with greater 

leaſure this way than any other; as I am uſing 
my beſt endeavours to prove the Being of a God, 
and his eſſential Attributes; and in particular, 
thoſe of his governing and preſerving Providence 
over the world: Moreover, my intention is to 
do honour to my Creator; and ſure I am, when 
ſo employed, I cannot be misſpending my time. 
I am endeavouring to convince (from facts in ſa- 
cred hiſtory, that there is a Governing Providence) 
ſuch as do not believe it already, notwithſtand- 
ing they acknowledge an eternal divine Being; 
and likewiſe, that the Scriptures are of divine 
original; otherwiſe, it would be in vain to bring 
proofs from them. 

BESIDES all this, being ſenſible that Books 
are too often read without much thought and at- 
tention, which is the reaſon there is no more im- 
provement made by Reading; and I am ſorry to 
fay this 1s more likely to be the caſe with many 
Bible-Readers than of any other Book, unleſs 
when read by Infidels to make it the object of 
their Ridicule and Blaſphemous Jeſts : I have the 
greater reaſon to refreſh the memories of careleſs 
Readers; and withal put together the moſt im- 
portant things on the ſame ſubject, that they may 
be the better conſidered and attended to, than 
they are likely to be, when diſperſed, and only 
occaſionally brought in with other ſubjects. 
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FRoM theſe motives I ſhall proceed in my 
deſign of giving proofs from facred Record, of 
the interpoſition of a Deity in the Government 
of the world. What a ſeries of ſtupendous mi- 
racles were wrought in Egypt, at the Red Sea; 


at the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai; in 


the wilderneſs for forty years together; and alſo 
at their firſt entrance into the land of Canaan. 

I cAnNoT help being very minute in relat- 
ing ſome events, becauſe they molt irreſiſtibly 
diſcover an over-ruling Providence in the affairs 
of this world; and always with views of doing 


good to mankind ; whether it be by puniſhment 
inflicted, or by preſervation or protection from 


evil of any kind. The firſt I ſhall take notice 
of, is the very extraordinary Hiſtory of J ep 


and his Brethren : It appears from the account 


we have in Sacred Writ, that his Brethren at firſt 
had thoughts of murthering him, if Reuben, one 
of his Brothers, and a man of better morals and 
more humanity than the reſt, had not prevented 
their doing ſo wicked an act; however, it ap- 
pears that Reuben was not altogether blameleſs, 
for he went ſo far as to agree to have him put 
into a deep Pit, where he muſt certainly have 
periſhed, if ſome Iſbmaelites had not happened to 


paſs by, juſt at that juncture, in their way to 


Egypt ; upon which accident, Judah, one of Jo- 


ſeph's Brothers, propoſed ſelling him to the - 


maelite Merchants, rather than have him die in 
the Pit; which they all agreed to : So a Bargain 
was immediately ſtruck, and Joe was carried 


into 


ads, fed Ad end de: 
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into Egypt, and fold to Potiphar, Captain of 


| Pharaoh's Guard. For the reſt of this Hiſtory 
I refer my Reader to Gen. xxxvii. & ſeq, mak- 
ing only one remark on the occaſion; that this 
very marvelous tranſaction was brought about by 
the Providence of God, for ſuch wiſe and good 

urpoſes as he fore-knew would enſue from the 
criminal conduct of Joſeph's Brethren. I do not 
mean, that God Almighty was any way the occa- 
ſion of it; for though God often permits evil to 
be done, as he did in Foſeph's caſe, he cannot be 
the Author of evil, or in the leaſt degree acceſ- 
ſary to it. We are free agents, and God Al- 
mighty's preſcience of our actions does by no 
means take away the liberty of our wills. 80 
that God's intention to bring good out of evil, 
in Joſephb's affair, did not at all alleviate the un- 
natural wickedneſs of Joſeph's Brethren. In this 
caſe, God Almighty diſplay'd his Preſerving, as 
well as his Governing Providence, 

I sHALL next take notice of the wonderful 
Providence of God in his protection of Moſes, 
by his influencing the hearts of the Egyptian 

midwifes, ſo that notwithſtanding their King's 
ſtrict command, to kill all the male Children 
born of the Hebrew women, they did not do it, 
but ſaved them alive, becauſe they feared God, (as 
the text expreſſes it;) by which means, by the 
Providence of God, Moſes was preſerved to per- 
form that great work which God had predeſtin- 
ed him to do. I ſhall omit relating the manner 


by which Moſes was preſerved, after eſcaping 
C 3 death 
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death at his birth, till I come to treat more par- 
ticularly of God's Preſerving Providence. 

To enumerate all the inftances of the over- 
ruling Providence of God that are recorded in 
the Bible, would be quite unneceſſary; becauſe 
if it appears beyond contradiction by facts al- 
ready taken notice of, and by more I may here- 
after take notice of, that he does in ſome caſes 
manifeſtly appear to govern the world, it is moſt 
certain he always did, and always will : though 
indeed his over-ruling Providence is not ſo con- 


ſpicuous under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, as it 


was for ſeveral thouſand years before the birth 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; nor was it neceſſary 
it ſhould be fo, becauſe whilſt mankind had only 
the light of reaſon to guide them, it was, I 
think, impoſſible, without a particular illumina- 
tion, to know ſo much of God, and his glorious 
Attributes, as they did under the Miſaic diſpen- 


fation, and do now under the clearer light of the 
. Goſpel. | 


Man might, by the light of nature, be aſ- 
ſured there was a Being, we call Go p, that made 
the world, and all things therein ; but then, by 


- the light of reaſon man could not diſcover his 


Eſſence unerringly, or many of his Attributes, 
nor yet his Will as to the conduct of our lives; 
all which, we are now aſcertained of from the 
mouth of God; and moreover, are ſo happy as 
to have given us from the fame Divine Oracle a 
compleat ſyſtem of Rules to be the guide of our 
thoughts, words, and actions. 

T1 HALL 
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I 6H AL L now enforce what I have delivered 


concerning God's Governing Providence over the 
world, by making ſome quotations out of the 
Royal Pfalmiſt, who was an inſpired writer: fo 
I flatter myſelf his thoughts will have great 
weight on the occaſion. In Pſalm lix, he calls 
upon God to deliver him from his enemies, and to 
defend him from them that riſe up againſt him. 
Verſe 11. Slay them not, leſt my people forget : 
ſcatter them by thy power, and bring them down, 
O Lord our Pill: Verſe 1 3. Let them know 
that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the 
earth. Pſalm Ixvi. 7. he ſays, God ruleth by his 
ower for ever; His eyes behold the nations: Let 
not the rebellious exalt themſelves. Pſalm Ixxv. 7. 
For God is the judge; be putteth down one, and 
ſetteth up another. Pſalm xcvii. and xcix. The 
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice : Let the mul- 
titude of iſles be glad thereof. The Lord reigneth, 
let the people tremble, Pſalm cxxxv. 6. M hal ſo- 
ever the Lord pleaſed, that did he in heaven and 
in earth, in the ſeas, and in all deep places. After 
which, the Pſalmiſt recounts all the wondrous 
works done by God in Egypt and Canaan ; and 
_ alſo of Pharaoh's overthrow in the Red Sea; 
Again, in Pſalm cxxxix, he elegantly diſplays 
God's all- ſeeing Providence in the following 
words : O Lord, thou haſ? ſearched me, and known 
ne; thou knowelt my down-fitting, and up-ri/ing 2 
thou underſlandeft n my thoughts afar off. For there 
1s not a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou 


"_ it altogether, &c. See the whole Pſalm, 
C4 which 
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which is to the ſame purpoſe. Again, The Lord 


upboldeth all that fall, and raiſetb up all thoſe that 
be bowed down. 

I sH ALL finiſh my proofs from ſacred writ, 
of God's over-ruling and governing Providence, 
with a declaration ot our Saviour's to his audi- 
ence; though I have materials for many more, 
and convincing ones too, which may be found 
in. the Bible; Matt. x. 29, 30. where he faith, 
Are not two ſparrows fold for a fartbing? and 
one of them ſhall not fall to the ground without 
your father: That is, without your father's 
knowledge and permiſſion. After that, our Sa- 
viour tells them, that the very hairs of their 
head are all numbred. - 

Ir is very certain, that God Almighty's go- 
verning and over-ruling Providence is not ſo 
frequently or glaringly conſpicuous, nor impreſt 
upon our underſtandings with ſuch irreſiſtable 

ower in our days, as in the firſt ages of the 
world, and before God Almighty had by Moſes 
and the Prophets, and laſtly by his Son our Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt, made himſelf ſufficiently 


known to the rational part of his Creation ; yet 
if we who live under the Chriſtian diſpenſation 
would properly conſider and attend to the con- 
ſtant workings of Providence, we fhould often 
evidently Riker, that God is not an unactive 
and unconcerned Being in the affairs of our 
world : Several inftances of which might be 
given; but I ſhall only mention two, that is, 
The Reſtoration of the Royal Family of the 

Stuarts, 
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Stuarts, wherein the hand of God moſt re- 
markably and miraculouſly appeared; as the de- 
ſign was carefully concealed from every one's 
knowledge, except the Principal Actors; ſo that 
the happy event was equally ſurprizing and un- 
expected. And it is morally impoſſible the ſe- 
eret could have been kept till effectually exe- 
cuted, if the chief Agent had not been actuated 
by the ſecret influence of a Divine Monitor. 
Two other remarkable ones were, The happy 
Deliverance of this Nation from Popery, in the 
year 1689, without ſhedding one drop of Blood: 
And the intended Maſſacre of the King and the 
three Eſtates of the Realm by Gun- Powder, on 
the 5th of November, 1605. | 
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As the ſtory of Moſes's Preſervation is an in- 

cident miraculous, and manifeſtly contrived 
by the wiſdom of God; that ſhall be the ſub- 
ject I ſhall firſt taxe notice of. Pharaoh King of 
Egypt, we are informed, took all poſſible mea- 
ſures to prevent the Children of Mrael's increaſ- 
ing; and his firſt ſtep for that purpoſe was, to 


iſſue 
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iſſue out his Royal command to the Hebrew 


Midwifes, to deſtroy all the Male-Children at 
their birth: But this project not ſucceeding, 
(God having ordered it otherwiſe) he contrived 
another; which was, to give a ſtrict command 
to all his People to drown all the Male Hebrew 
Children. Whether Moſes was born before Pha- 
raoh gave his order to the Midwifes, or after- 
wards, I think, does not appear from the Hiſ- 
tory, nor is it at all material to know; thus much 
we are aſſured of, that to avoid his being drown- 
ed by Pharaoh's officers, employ'd for that pur- 
poſe, his Mother hid him three months in her 


houſe; but leſt he ſhould be found out (for ſhe 


did not know what the ſupreme Governor of 
the world had determined about his fate) ſhe 
had another contrivance to preſerve his life, which 
indeed, to human Judgment, ſeemed not only 
a dangerous, but very unlikely one to ſucceed 
according to her wiſhes; but as God had the 
care of him, the greater the danger was, the 
more conſpicuous was the Preſerving Providence 
. 

MOSES before born was, without doubt, 
ordained by God to be both a Deliverer of the 
Children of Vrael from Egyptian Bondage, and 
likewiſe their Legiſlator ; ſo was deſtined by Al- 
mighty Power to be preſerved for that purpoſe, 
in defiance of all human attempts to dettroy 


IHA E already taken notice in my Chapter 


on God's Governing Providence of his being mira- 


culouſly 
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culouſly faved from the jaws of death at his 
birth; ſo I ſhall now proceed to relate his eſca 
afterwards: His Mother had indeed ſecreted him 
from Pharaoh's executioners for three months 
after his birth ; after that, ſhe fearing he might 
be found ont if he continued in her houſe any 
longer, ſet herſelf on deep meditation to contrive 
| ſome other place for his greater ſafety. After ſhe 
had revolved this important affair ſome time in 
her mind, a ſudden thought aroſe how to dif- 
poſe of him, (but it muſt be confeſſed a ve 
unlikely one to preſerve her ſon Moſes, if uner- 
ring Wiſdom and Almighty Power had not in- 
terpoſed) which was this; To put him into an 
Ark of Bull-ruſhes ; which, after having dawb- 
ed or plaiſtered with flime and pitch, ſhe laid 
in the flags by the river's brink, where (if he 
had not been under the immediate protection of 
God) he muſt either have been ſtarved, or found 
out by Pharaoh's officers, and murthered ; fo 
that it is evident this thought of Me/es's Mother 
was by the impulſe of the Holy Spirit of God: 
And I make no doubt, but the ſame Holy Spirit 
influenced the heart of Pharaoh's Daughter, not 
only to go at that time to waſh herſelf, that ſhe 
might have an opportunity of finding the Ark 
before the Babe was periſhed ; which ſhe did by 
walking by the River's fide, where the Ark was 
laid; on ſight of which the Princeſs ſent her 
Maidens that were with her to fetch it to her ; 
and when the Ark was opened, and Pharaoh's 
Daughter ſaw the Child, ſhe was fo pleaſed with 

It 
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it as to take it for her own; notwithſtanding ſhe 
knew (as appears by the Hiſtory) that it was a 
Hebrew Child, and that ſhe would moſt certain- 
ly incur her F ather King Pharaoh's diſpleaſure 
by ſuch a glaring act of diſobedience ; and might 
very likely be made a facrifice herſelf for No 

compaſſionate regard to the Infant: For it is cer- 
tain the Princeſs could not be ignorant that her 
Father King Pharaoh had ordered all the Male 
Hebrew Children to be deſtroyed. What a chain 
of providential concurring Cauſes appears here 


for the preſervation of the important Infant 


I SHAI IL now make ſome uſeful reflections 
on the occaſion, before I proceed to other evi- 
dences of God's Preſerving Providence; and my 
obſervation is this, That we have in the before 
cited caſes a clear manifeſtation of God's fore- 
knowing Power, as well as his preſerving Power; 
and indeed, without admitting that Attribute of 
God's Preſcience, which ſome are unwilling to 
allow him, he is made a very imperfect God. 

For in many caſes, witLuut a fore-knowledge of 
things, he could not exerciſe his Preſerving and 
Governing Power. I will not take upon me to 
aſſert, that God Almighty always interpoſes, ei- 
ther by his governing or preſerving Providence : 
I rather think it is evident he does not, but is 


often quite paſſive or permiſſive, and leaves the 


ſucceſs and event of things to what we call the 
Courſe of Nature, or elſe to turn out according 
to the wiſe, or unwiſe conduct of the Agent: 


But though, as I faid before, God does not al- 


ways 
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ways in his Wiſdom think it proper in any ex- 
traordinary manner to interpoſe, it is always ab- 
ſolutely in his Power to do it. N 

I now proceed to take a farther view of God's 
Preſerving Providence; a moſt remarkable in- 
ſtance of which is the ſtory of Shadrach, Meſbach 
and Abednego, who were miraculouſly preſerved 
from having any hurt, though they were put 
bound into the midſt of the burning fiery fur- 
nace. And of the like nature was Daniel's e- 
ſcape, when caſt into the Den of Lions ; who, 
though they were prevented by God's Preſerving 
Providence from hurting Daniel, were left to 
their own ſavage diſpoſition when Daniel's falſe 
Accuſers were put amongſt them, they devour- 
ing them immediately, Dan. iii. and vi. 

THESE aſtoniſhing exerciſes of God's Pre- 
ſerving Providence, were diſplay'd to convince 
the Heathens that their mighty Idols, whether 
made of gold, wood, or ſtone, were only ſenſe- 
leſs, impotent Images; and that the God of 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, and alſo of 
Daniel, was the only living, eternal, omnipotent 
and true God; and therefore only to be ſerved 
and adored. And this, truly, Darius the King 
was forced to confeſs, after he ſaw him (Daniel) 
ſo miraculouſly preſerved : And moreover, rote 
unto all People, Nations and Languages that dwell 
in all the earth; ſaying, I make a decree, that in 
every Dominion of my Kingdom, men tremble and 
fear before the Lord God of Daniel; for he is the 
living God, and ſtedfaſt far ever: He delivereth 


and 
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and reſcueth, and be worketh figns and wonders in 
heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel 
from the power of the lions, Dan. vi. 25, 26, 27. 
Nor does it appear from the Hiſtorian, that Nebu- 
chadnezzar was leſs affected by the miraculous 
eſcape of thoſe three Perſons he put into the 


furnace; for though he did not expreſs him- 
- elf on the occaſion in fo ſublime a manner as 


Darius, yet he proceeded ſo far as to make a 
decree equal to Darius s, viz. © That every Per- 


| fon ſhould be cut in pieces, and their houſes 


made a dunghil, who ſhould ſpeak any thing a- 
miſs of the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego ; becauſe there is no other God that can 
deliver after this fort,” Ocular demonſtration 
convinced both theſe Kings of the unlimited 


Power of the God of Daniel, &c. and likewiſe | 


of the impotency of their Idol Gods ; though 
made of Gold, and threeſcore cubits high, as 
Nebuchadnezzar's was. 

My mentioning this huge, ſtately Idol God, 
brings to my thoughts a very remarkable ſtory 
from ſacred writ of another monſtrous Idol God, 


called Dagon, the God of the Philiſtines; which 


I ſhall relate, as it is a farther manifeſtation of 
God's all- ſeeing eye, and Governing Providence, 
beyond the common order and nature of things, 
whenever he in wiſdom thinks fit to make uſe 
of his Power and vindicate his Honour. We 
are told, 1 Sam. v. That the Philiſtines having 
beaten the Maelites, took the Ark of God, and 


carried it to the houſe of Dagon, and {et it by 


their 


a * 
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their Idol God Dagon. But the eternal, true and 
ever- living God, the Creator of the univerſe, did 
by no means _— of that diſhonour done to 
that holy Depoſitum the Ark, &c. as will ap- 
pear by the ſequel of the ſtory ; for when the 


= men of Aſbdod roſe up early on the morrow, 


to make a viſit and pay their devotions to Dagon, 
they found him fallen down with his face to the 
earth before the Ark of the Lord ; the humbleſt 
poſture of adoration. This incident, doubtleſs, 
was very ſurprizing to the people of Aſbdod; 
however, they ſet him up again : Whether he 
reſembled a Man, Bird or Beaſt, we are not in- 
formed; but that he was a ſenſeleſs, helpleſs, 
impotent Image, appears evidently ; for the om- 
nipotent God would not ſuffer his rival to remain 
in any other poſture but proſtrate before his Ark ; 
in ſhort, he fell down ſo often, that at laſt he 
loſt his head and his hands; which misfortune; 
with the addition of a greater, that is, God Al- 
mighty's ſmiting them (the Philiſiines) with 
Emrods, which cauſed a deadly deſtruction a- 
mong them, put them into a terrible iright and 
conſternation, and withal made them fenlible, 
that thoſe calamities fell upon them by the Power 
of the God of Mael, and were occaſioned by 
their keeping the Ark. They, with one con- 
ſent, agreed to ſend it away immediately to {= 
rael, that the avenging hand of God might not 
any longer continue heavy among them on that 
account. e e e 


TuIS 
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Tus ſignal inſtance of the Power of the 
God of Mael, of his Governing and Preſerving 
Providence, and of the clear conviction that their 
Idol was nothing in the world, had not that pro- 
per influence and effect it ought to have had, ei- 
ther on the Heathens or the Children of 1/-ael ; 
for they were both ſo infatuated with the wiles 
of the Devil, and withal ſo habituated to their 
Idol worſhip, that all the miracles wrought by 
the ever-living and true God, could not even 
cure the Children of 1rae! wholly of their Idola- 
try, till after their Babylonian captivity ; notwith- 
ſtanding God Almighty had for ſeveral hundred 
years manifeſted himſelf to them in ſo peculiar 
a manner, and moreover had given them Laws 
and Ordinances to walk by, as a direction to 
them to pay him an acceptable worſhip. They 
had daily inſtances of his Governing and Preſerv- 
ing Providence : He told them in plain terms, if 
they were obedient to his Laws, they ſhould be 
proſperous ; if not, that they ſhould be afflicted 
and they found by experience that he was a God 


of truth. 


Ir we conſider how miraculouſly the Sacred 
Writings have been preſerved for many hundred 


years down to this time, without any material 


loſs or corruption, notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
efforts and endeavours both of Jews and Gentiles 
to deſtroy them, we muſt allow that God Al- 
mighty's preſerving power has been manifeſtly 
the occaſion of it ; and that no human art, care, 


and induſtry, could have been able to have ſe- 
cured 
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cured them, without an omnipotent Agent's aid 
and aſſiſtance. a e | 

I sHALL now proceed to confirm undenia- 
bly the truth of a Preſerving Providence over 
us, if we are worthy of it; which conſideration 
will make it our indiſpenſable duty to pray to the 
Author of all good things, that his fatherly care 
may be over us; and of this, a King, and an in- 
ſpired writer, has ſet us a noble pattern, which I 

ſhall deliver in his own words; who ſaid, Pre- 
ſerve me, O God; for in Thee do I put my truſt, 

Pſalm xvi. 1. Again; The Lord is my rock and 
my fortreſe, and my deliverer : My God, my 
ſtrength, (or my rock) in whom I will truſt; my 

 buckler, the horn of my ſalvation, and my high 
tower, I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praiſed : ſo ſhall I be ſafe from my enemies. 
Tn my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and cried un- 
ro my God: He heard my voice out of his Temple, 
and my cry came before him, even into his ears: 
He delivered me from my ſtrong enemy, and from 
them which hated me; for they were too migbiy 
for me. The Lord hveth, and bleſſed be my roch; 
and let the God of my ſalvation be exalted. It is 
God that avengeth me, and ſubdueth the people un- 
der me. He delivereth me from my enemies. Yea, 
thou lifteſt me up above theſe that riſe up againſt 
me : Thou haſt delivered me from the violent man. 
Therefore I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, 
among the heathen, and ſing praiſes unto thy name. 
Pſalm xviii. 2, 3, 6, 17, 46, and 47 verſes.' 1 
fought the Lord, and he beard me, and delivered 

D 


me 


if 
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me out of all my fears, Pial. xxxiv. 4. For I will 
not truſt in my bow, neither ſhall my ſword ſave 
ame: But thou haſt ſaved us from our enemies, and 
haſt put them to ſhame that. bated us, Palm xliv. 
6, 7. Why boaſteſt thou thyſelf in miſclief, O 
mighty man? The goodneſs of God endureth con- 
tinually, Pal. lit. 1. O bleſs our God, ye people; 
and make the voice of bis praiſe to be heard: 
 Whach holdeth cur ſoul in life, and fuffereth not 
our feet to be moved, Pſal. Ixvi. 8, 9. Then 
cried they unto the Lord in their trouble, and be 
delivered them out of their diſtreſſes. O that men 
would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men ! Pal. cvii. 
6, 8. Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man: 
preſerve me from the violent man, Pal. xl. 1. 
THE quotations I have already produced 
from the Royal Pſalmiſt, are ſufficient to diſ- 
cover his real ſentiments of God's Governing 
and Preſerving Providence; which were. not 
merely ſpeculative, for he had experienced both 
in a very high meaſure; as doth manifeſtly ap- 
pear from his own mouth in ſundry places. With 
what pathetic and importunate expreſſions did he 
pour out his ſoul to his God, to deprecate his 
Judgments: ſaying, O Lord, rebuke me not in 
thine anger, neither chaſten me in thy bot diſplea- 
ſure. My foul is alſo ſore vexed: but thou, O 
Lord, how long? Return, O Lord; deliver my 
foul : O ſave me for thy mercies ſake, Palm viii. 
My God, my. God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? 
why art thou ſo far from helping me, and from 
om ] the 
/ | 
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the words of my roaring? O my God, Tcry in the 
day- time, but thou heareſt not; and in the nights 
ſeaſon, and am not filent, Plalm xxii. Give ear 
to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyſelf from 
my ſupplication : attend unto me, and hear me: I 
mourn in my complaint, and make a noiſe, Pſalm 
lv. &c. See alſo Pſalm li. 
HavinG now taken ſufficient notice of the 
overflowings of the Prophet's heart towards his 
God, on the account of God's Judgments upon 
him for his fins; I ſhall proceed in the next place 
to ſhew with what exultation of joy, with what 
ardour of foul, with what unbounded expreſſions 
of gratitude, he manifeſted his exalted ſenſe of 
God Almighty's Preſerving Providence towards 
him, in delivering him out of all his troubles. 
Reoice in the Lord, O ye righteous, for praiſe 1s 
comely for the upright. Praiſe the Lord with the 
harp : Sing unto him with the pſaltery, and an 
inſtrument of ten firings, Pſalm xxxiii. I will 
bleſs the Lord at all times, his praiſe ſhall continu- 
ally be in my mouth; my ſoul ſhall make her boaſt 
in the Lord: O magnify the Lord with me, and 5 
let us exalt his name together, T ſought the Lord, 
and he heard me, and delivered me from all my 
fears, Pfal. xxxiv. O ing unto the Lord à new 
ſong ; fing unto the Lord all the earth; ſing unto 
| the Lord; bleſs his name; ſhew forth his ſulvation | 
from day to day, Pal. xcvi. Bleſs the Lord, O 
my ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs his holy 
name : Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not i 
all his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine * | 
| D 2 W | 
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who healeth all thy diſeaſes, Pſal. ciii. O give 


thanks unto the Lord, for be is good: for bis 


mercy endureth for ever, &c. Pal. cxxxvi. O 
Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thou haſt 


| healed me. Sing unto the Lord, O ye ſaints of 


bis, and give thanks at the remembrance of his 
bolinefſs : for his anger endureth but a moment. 
Thou haſt turned for me my mourning into dancing. 
Thou haſt put off my ſackcloth, and girded me with 
gladneſs, to the end that my tongue (or my foul) | 
may ſing praiſes to thee, and not be filent, O Lord 


my God, T will give thanks to thee for ever. 


Havins already laid before my Reader a 
large ſpecimen of the holy Pen-man's faith in 
God, and his Providence, for the reſt I muſt re- 
fer to his works, which are worthy of the higheſt 
regard, and deſerving the daily reading them 
with all poſſible attention; where we ſhall find 
the Pſalmiſt has not only elegantly diſplay'd the 
Wiſdom of God in the Creation, but likewiſe his 
divine Attributes, and Providential Diſpenſations 


in the world; he has remarked with great accu- 


racy all ſuch incidents, events, and extraordi- 
nary occurrences, contrary to the courſe of na- 
ture ; and that whenever ſuch things happened, 


they were brought about for ſome wiſe end and 


purpoſe by the Author of Nature, and not attri- 

buted to blind Chance. | 
THe ſacred Writings are indeed full of the 
uncommon workings of Providence, as I have 
ſhewn before ; and have given ſome reaſons why 
God in his Wiſdom thought it neceſſary to make 
| himſelf 
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himſelf known in another manner than by the 
Works of the Creation, that his rational crea- 
tures might not be ignorant of their Creator. 
For Man, infatuated Man! was, after the fall, 
ſo clouded in his underſtanding, ſo corrupted in 
his heart, as to be totally ignorant of a God, and 
of any duty towards him: Man was then fo 
given up to his own vile affections, as to be quite 
thoughtleſs how the world or himſelf was made; 
and that ſo ſtupendous and aſtoniſhing a Work 
muſt be performed by an all-wiſe, eternal and 
ever-living Being. 

SIN ſo far degraded and altered our nature 
from the Perfection in which it was created, as 
to make us ſtand in need of ſome farther light 
than that of reaſon, to give us a knowledge of 
God and his Providence, and how to. perform 
an acceptable ſervice to him; to make us ſenſi- 
ble, that a fliction does not ſpring from the ground, 
wor trouble from the duſt; but that every event 
of human life comes to paſs by God's appoint- 
ment or permiſſion. On this account, and out 
of great mercy and compaſſion to Mankind, our 
Creator made himſelf known to Man by degrees, 
as it were ſtep by ſtep, until the fulneſs of time 
was come, that God in his wiſdom ſaw every 
thing ripe, and properly prepared, for the accom- 
pliſhment and putting into execution his grand 
and original ſcheme, of ſending a Saviour into 
the world, fully to make known his will to Man- 
kind; which glorious and unfathomable deſign 

+ 4 ; of 
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of our Redemption the Angels underſtood not, 
but were defirous to look into. 
IH Av made a little digreſſion, but ſhall 
now go on in my intended defign of giving 
roofs of God's Governing and Preſerving Pro- 
vidence : The notorious inſtances of it are end- 
leſs, ſo I ſhall conclude with one, very aſtoniſh- 
ing and wonderful; it is the ſtory of Elijab and 

Ahab, and the Prophets of Baal, as recorded in 

1 Kings xvii, and xviii. which miraculous event 
happened on Mount Carmel, in the preſence of 

King Ahab, and all Iſrae/; which affected all 

the People ſo much that be y fell on their faces, 

and ſaid, The Lord he is Gd The Lord he ts 
G; or the only true God: And indeed they 

mioht well ſay ſo, after ſo viſible. and glaring a 

detection of the falſity and impotency of Idol 

Gods, and Idol Prophets; together with the 

moſt manifeſt and undeniable proof of the Al- 

mighty Power of the only true God, the God of 

_—__ 

Tre ſubſtance of the ſtory here followeth : 
Elijah told wicked King Ahab, in the name of 
the ever-living God, that there would neither be 

dew nor rain theſe three years; which ſo much 
diſpleaſed Ahab, that he would certainly have 

taken away his life for telling him ſuch bad 

1 news, if God had not taken care of him, by di- 

1 recting him to hide himſelf by the Brook Cherith, 

Wh where God appointed the Ravens to feed bim 

5 with fleſh and bread both morning and evening, 


Wat and he drank of the Brook till it was dried up; lic 
[| and 
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and then the Lord directed him to go to Za- 
rephath, or Sarepta, where he was ſuſtained by 
a widow Woman by a miracle; for the Woman 
had only à handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
little oil in à cruſe, left for herſelf and her fon, 
the famine being ſore in the land; ſo that the 
Widow was not indeed, in point of conſcience, 
required to ſupport a ſtranger with that little ſhe 
had left, and ſtarve herſelf and her fon : How- 
ever, upon the Prophet's telling her, that if ſhe 
made him a cake firſt, to fatisfy his hunger, 
God, who governs the world, and can do what- 
ever he pleaſes, would not let her and her fon 
ſuffer by her act of charity to him, but would 
ſo order things, that neither her meal, nor her 
oil thould waſte with uſing, until the day that 
the Lord ſendeth rain on the earth. Upon which 
words, and the influence of the Holy Spirit ope- 
rating on her ſoul at the ſame time; ſhe went 
and did as the Prophet defired ; that is, baked 
him a cake firſt; believing it would happen ac- 
cording to his wards; as it did; for the little 
meal and oil which the Widow ſeemed to think, 
would ſerve only for a meal for herſelf and ſon, 
laſted a whole year for three Perſons. 
Ho long it was, after Elijab came to the 
Widow, that he reſtored her ſon to life again, 
does not appear by the Hiſtory ; but it appears 
ſhe did not find him out to be a Prophet, or 
the Man of God, till he had brought the child 
down to her alive: But one mult reaſonably be- 
lieve it was done the firſt time that E/izah came 
D4 . to: 
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to her, and before ſhe had baked a cake for him; 
for upon once uſing her meal and oil, of which 
(according to her own account) ſhe had ſo little, 
ſhe muſt immediately” diſcover its not waſting 
and conſequently, that the Perſon who told hs 
neither the meal nor oil ſhould diminiſh upon 
uſing until, &c. muſt be a Prophet, or Man of 
God. 

Bu r to proceed; The Providence of God ſo 


ordered matters, that before the famine ceaſed in 


Samaria, El. ah and Ahab had an interview ; at 
which Ahab faid to him, Art thou be that frou- 


Beth Iſrael? To which the Prophet made an- 
ſwer; 1 have not troubled Hrael, but thou and thy 
father s horſe ; in that ye have forſaken the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and thou haſt followed 
Baalim. Alter which, the Prophet boldly gave 
Ahab a challenge to bring his whole poſſe of 
Baalim's Prophets to Mount Carmel, in order to 


make a publick trial before all the children of 


Hratl, whether the Lord Jehovah be the true 


S God, or Baal; that the children of Iſrael might 


not any longer halt between two opinions: but 
that it might inconteſtably be diſcovered, which 
was the true and ever-living God ; in ſhort, Eli- 
jabs experiment was agreed to, and tried; what 
that was, may be ſeen in 1 Kings xviit. and not- 
withſtanding there were eight hundred and fifty 

of Baal's Prophets to one of the Lord's the God 
of Abraham, of Jſaac, and of Hrael; yet this 


fingle Prophet Elijab, having the aſſiſtance of the 


Creator of the world, proved by an evident mira- 
cle 
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cle (which all Baal's Prophets were not able to 
perform, they having the liberty of making the 
firſt trial) that his (Ekjab's) God, was the true 
God; upori which all the People acknowledged 
the Lord to be God, and fell on their faces, as hath 
been mentioned above: The concluſion of all, 
was this: By Elijab's order, all BaaPs Prophets 
were brought down to the Brook Mean | 
there ſlain in the preſence of Ahab, 

IT was the Wiſdom of God to make him- 
ſelf known in thoſe days by ſuch extraordinary 
methods; for the world was then ſo ſtupidly ig- 
norant of the true God, and how to worſhip 
him properly, for want of ſome farther Revela- 
tion, for Idolatry had taken ſuch deep root, that 
the Children of Hel could not be cured of it 
without the utmoſt pains and difficulties. But 
by the way I muſt obſerve, that though God's 
peculiar People were in general Idolaters by liv- 
ing ſo long among the Egyptians, they were not 
all ſo; God never left himſelf without witneſs ; 


wher the world was at the worſt before the 


flood, there was one righteous Perſon in it, to 
propagate God's true Religion ; and I ſhall make 
it appear, that in all ſucceeding ages, till the 
coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, God always raiſed 
up ſome Reformers, or Preachers of Righteouſ- 
neſs ; and the nearer the world came to the ap- 
pearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, the greater 
knowledge it had in the will of God; fo that one 
may properly ſay, God gradually paved the way 
for the reception of his laſt and moſt complete 
Revelation 
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Revelation to Mankind by his beloved Son Jeſus 


Chriſt; God ſent a ſucceſſion of Prophets to give 
notice of his Miſſion, ſome of which diſcovered 
it in ſuch clear and intelligible terms, as to make 
it impoſſible to be miſunderſtood. 


IN order to make good what I have hand 


at before, that. the ſcheme of Providence was to 
make the Heathen world acquainted with his 
will, though he did not directly communicate or 
reveal it, only to a particular nation, after he had 
ſeparated them. from all other nations; which 
was indeed abſolutely neceſſary to do; for had 
they not been forbidden all converſe with the 
Ido atrous People, they would not have ſubmit- 


ted to the Moſaic Diſpenſation ſo readily as they 


did; for it evidently appears by Mofes's Hiſtory, 
that a very ſmall matter diſguſted them, and 
made them fall into their old way; God was 
forced to work miracle upon miracle to make 
them know that he was the true God, and ta 


| keep them to their duty, for they were a ſtiff- 


necked and rebellious People; but they were de- 
ſcended from thoſe three Worthies, Abraham, 
Tſaac, and Jacch, which was the reaſon of God's 
choofing them for his peculiar People; beſides, 
the Saviour of the World was foretold to de- 
ſcend irom one of the Tribes, which was after 


wards declared to be the Tribe of Judab. 


MANEK IN p, for about two thouſand years, 
from Adam to. Maſes, had no Scripture or written 
Word, but were left to the Light of Nature, or 


Reaſon, to guide them; and for near two thou- 


ſand 
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On Gop's Preſerving Provident. 4.3 
and years more, till the coming of Chriſt, ſerip- 
ture was only among the People of Mael. Hows 
ever, though God Almighty did in a particular 
manner reveal his will by his ſervant Moſes to the 
Iſraelites, there is no doubt to be made but the 
W Heathen nations in proceſs of time got ſome 
= knowledge of the true God, and of the laws he 
bad given to his choſen People, from their fre- 
quent wars with them, and by other means; 
namely, the miracles he wrought, both in Egypt 
and afterwards ; by his extraordinary Governing 
and Preſerving Providence ; by his Judgments, 
and by his Mercies: All which the Heathen 
nations muſt have heard of ; as evidently ap 
by the Pfalmiſt: Wherefore ſhould the Heathen + 
ſay, Where is now their God? Pal. Ixxix. 10. Des» 
clare his Glory among the Heathen, his wonders 
among all People, Pal. xcvi. 3. Again; O Lord, 
our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth ! who haſt jet thy glory above the Heavens. 
EvERY one may be convinced, by making a 
= Judgment about things happening in our own 
time, as well as what is recorded in the Hiſtory 
of all ages, that if any very extraordinary, or ſu- 
pernatural incident ever fall out in any part of the 
known world, it is by ſome means or other diſ- 
perſed through every nation; from whence we 
may conclude, that all the miraculous tranſac- 
tions of Moſes and the Prophets; all the Statutes 
and Ordinances given by God to the Children of 
Iſrael, were known to the Heathen nations; and 


conſequently, by that means, the Heathens might 
come 


44 On Gov's Preſerving Providence. 
come to ſuch a knowledge of the true God, and 
of Moral Duties, as might the better prepare 
them for the reception of the Meſſiah, and his 
Doctrines. And if I may be allowed to give my 
Judgment about the matter, not in a dogmatical, 
but diffident manner, it was the method God in 
his Wiſdom thought fit to take, to bring the 
Heathen nations by degrees to the knowledge of 
himſelf and his will; and that the Mraelites pun- 
iſhment for their ſins ſo often by Captivity a- 
mong the Heathens, might be done not only to 
puniſh them that way, (for God, whoſe Power 
is unlimited, was not confined to any particular 
way of correction) but likewiſe intended to bring 
thoſe Heathen nations to the worſhip of the God 
of Iſrael; for ſure I am, there ſubſiſts the ſame 
reaſon for the Heathen nations to learn to wor- 
ſhip the Children of 1rae/s God, by their living 
amongſt Them, as for the Children of 1/-ael to 
learn to be Idolaters, by living among the Egyp- 
tians. Again, it muſt be obſerved, that the 
Puniſhments and Judgments, and Mercies of 
God towards his choſen People, were generally 
of ſo publick a nature, as if defigned to reform 
and inſtruct. other nations, as well as that of 
Herael. | h = 
IT is the opinion of a very learned Man * 
that Moſes, or his Hiſtory, gave riſe to the great- p 
eſt part of the Gentile Theology; what the MW b 
Gibeonites ſaid to Foſhua, chap. ix. 9. in regard e 
to their having heard of the name and fame of a 
* Herve:'s Demonſtratio Evang. | 
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the God of Mael, and all that he did in Egypt, 
&c. was reaſonably to be believed to be a truth, 
though they deceived him as to other things. 
AFTER Moſes's deceaſe, who was Deputy, 
King, and Governor under God over the Hrael- 
ites; God Almighty appbinted Joſhua, another 
righteous Man, to ſucceed Moſes under the ſame 
commiſſion ; and he was appointed to conduct 
them to the promiſed land; for Moſes viewed 
it at a diſtance before he died. As God was 
with Moſes, ſo he told Joſhua he would be with 
him; ſaying, Be therefore ſtrong, and of good 
courage. And the firſt miracle God wrought, in 
order to convince Fo/hua and his People that he 
would be as good as his word, was to part 'the 
river Jordan, and make the waters to ſtand on 
an heap, ſo that they all paſſed over on dry ground. 
In ſhort, they had uninterrupted ſucceſs, as long 
as they continued to obey the Laws of God. 
Joſbua was a, moſt excellent Governor, and a 
very Righteous Man; he ſet his People a good 
example, by walking ſtrictly in the Laws of 
Moſes, and conſtantly exhorted them to do the 
fame, and not to turn therefrom either to the 
right hand or left; but to cleave unto the Lord 
their God, Joſh. xxiii. and xxiv. | 
War righteous Rulers governed, the Peo- 
ple in general were both afraid and aſhamed to 
be otherwiſe; but when their Rulers were wick- 
Led and idolatrous, ſuch was the People in gene- 
ral, For God never left the world wholly deſ- 
titute both of Preachers and Practiſers of his true 
| Religion 3 


* 
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Religion; and the nearer the world approached 
to that glorious period, the fulneſs of time, in 
which the Meſſiah was to appear, the greater 
improvement it made in the knowledge of the 
Will of God, and in the practice. of his Laws; 
Samuel, David, Solomon, and many other good 
Kings and Prophets, were from time to time 
raiſed up, not only to advance natural Religion, 
but to foretel the coming of a Redeemer ; and 
conſequently to prepare Mens minds for a more 
pure and ſpiritual worſhip, and to give a finiſh- 
|; ing ſtroke to God's preparatory ſcheme for Man's 
| Redemption. He ſent laſt of all John the Bap- 
W 1 tiſt, to preach up Repentance, becauſe the king- 


dom of heaven was at band; to prepare the way 
of the Lord, and make his paths ſtraight ; to bap- 
tize, and preach the baptiſm of repentance for 
1 f the remiſſion of fins: To let them know, there 
would ſoon come one migbtier than be; the 

latebet of whoſe ſhoes he was not worthy to ſtoop 
bl down and unlooſe : And that he (the Baptiſt) 
| FFP | only baptized them with water, but he that is to 

Ii come ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt. As 

45 the ſeveral Predictions of Chriſt, his Church, 

5 and Kingdom by the Pſalmiſt, particularly in 
Pſalm 2, 22, 45, 93, and 110. and in the whole 
1 Song of Same and likewiſe by the Prophets 
11 Jaiab, Feremah, Hoſea, Daniel, Micah, Ze- 
chariah, and Malachi, may be had recourſe to in 
„ the Bible, I think it better to refer the Reader to 
ll. the ſeveral Authors, if there be occaſion, than to 
1 copy out their ſeveral Predictions. But as Pro- 
lh; pheſies 


2 
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Wy phcſics are not all of them intended to be under- 


WT ſtood. till after their accompliſhment, ſo even 


ſome of thoſe relating to the Meſſiah were not 
clearly intelligible till after his appearance in the 


2 fleſh; and even then the Jews would not allow 


him to be the Perſon foretold, becauſe he did not 
make that grand and pompous appearance they 
expected, though without any grounds or rea- 
ſons for ſuch vain expectations, becauſe none of 
the Prophets repreſented him in ſuch a light, but 
quite the contrary. | 
IAE now brought to a criſis the views I 
had in delineating God Almighty's Governing and 
Preſerving Providence over the world ; and like- 
wiſe in delineating God Almighty's gradual 
ſcheme of Man's Redemption, from Adam's fall 
to the fulneſs of time, the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt. 
| The firſt notice God thought fit to give of this 
his intention, was immediately after the fall; 
which was only a general promiſe that che ſeed 
of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head, &c. 
Two thouſand years after this, God was pleaſed 
to be more clear about the matter; which was 
upon the call of Abrabam from his own country, 
and to him then was communicated God's in- 
tention that the Meſſiah ſhould deſcend from his 
(Abraham's) loins, by ſaying, That in bis ſeed 
all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. T'wo 
hundred and thirty years after this Promiſe to 
Abraham, God made a farther Revelation about 
the Meſſiah, by declaring from what particular 
Tribe he was to deſcend, which was the Tribe of 
Judab ; 


j 
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Judab; and laſtly, God Almighty diſcovered the 
particular Family the Meſſiah was to deſcend i 
from, which was David's. About two hundred 
years after David's time, ſeveral other Prophets; 
1 whoſe names I have mentioned before, ſpake 
„ particularly about the Meſſiah; as of his flying 
into Egypt, the place of his Birth, &c: =_ 
Io ſum up all in a few words; All the holy 
| Men, the ſons of God, the Poſterity of Abel, (for 
FP Cain's Poſterity was diſtinguiſhed by God under 
i the title of the ſons of men) which are mention- 
Wa ed in the Old Teſtament, and likewiſe the Peo- 
Hut ple of Iſrael, were all raiſed up by God, and 
j 


laced in the view of the whole world, to pro- 
claim God's Power, and make his true Religion | 
BY known to all the Heathen countries round about ; 
Fi} As IT live, all the earth ſhall be full of the glory of 
118 the Lord, Numb. iv. 2 1. Again; The path of the 
1 juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſpineth more and 


= 
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(NE more unto the perfect day, Prov. iv. 18. by which 
mak expreſſion I conceive Solomon thought, or rather 
15 knew by the Spirit of God, that God Almighty's BW ' 
„ intentions were, to make his Will known to per- 
bi: fection at laſt ;' that is, in the fulneſ of time: 
1 which was ſtrictly accompliſhed by the Appear- © 
wa ance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh. 

1 I copEss it will be a digreſſion from my 
11 ee ſubject; however, before I enter on the i 
1 ubject of my next Chapter, I muſt take ſome ll © 
1 notice of that worthy Gentile, Fob, (for I muſt . 
1 believe there was ſuch a Perſon) whoſe ſhining BW © 
1 Character was this, ht be was upright ard / 
1 erfed, 

11 5 
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"tf 
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Perfect, and one that feared God, and eſchewed 
evil; ſo that doubtleſs he was a great inſtrument 
in the hand of God, of propagating true Reli- 
gion amongſt his Gentile Brethren. And by his 
Hiſtory it evidently appears his Reaſon was aſſiſt- 
ed by ſome extraordinary illumination. He was 
not like our modern Gentiles, who profanely de- 
ride the Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Power 
of God; and only becauſe God doth not give 
an account to them of the Reaſon of his Doings. 
Job acknowledged that God was wiſe in heart, 
and mighty in ſtrength; ſaying, Who hath har- 
== dened himſelf againſt him, and hath proſpered ? 
Job ix. What ob ſaid to his three friends in 
great deriſion, may, with great juſtice, be re- 
plied to the Free-thinkers in our times: No 
= < doubt but ye are the People, and Wiſdom ſhall 
die with you.” chap. xii. 2. Again; © Shall 
* any teach God knowledge? ſeeing he judgeth 
* thoſe that are high.” chap. xxi. 22. Touch- 
ing the Almighty, we cannot find him out : 
e He is excellent in power and in judgment, and 
in plenty of juſtice : He will not affiit. Men 
440 therefore fear him. He reſpecteth not any 
* that are wiſe of heart.” Job xxxvii. 23, 24. 
Job, who was a much wiſer Man than any of 
our Free-thinkers, acknowledged that he had 
uttered things that he underſtocd not; things too 
wonderful for him, that he knew not : Wherefore, 
faith he, I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and 
aſhes. Behold, I am vile; what ſball J anſwer 


thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth, &c. 
; | 1 


r r r 
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J know thou canſt do every thing, and that ns | 


thought can be withholden from thee. chap. xlii. 2, | 


The ſubmiſſive, penitential expreſſions above, 


were uttered by Fob after God had expoſtulated a ; 5 


n 
I 


= 


with him the ſecond time, and convinced him 
of his (God's) Righteouſneſs, Power, and Wiſ- 


dom. ob —_—_ might well be ſilenced, and 
lay his hand on his mouth, when God required 3 
him to anſwer, or make him know (as it is in 
the margin) where he (Job) was, when God laid 


the * os the earth? or who hath laid the 


meaſures thereof ? or who hath firetched the line 
upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof 
faſtened ? or who laid the corner-ſtone thereof ? 
Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty in- 
firuf him? He that reproveth God, let him an- 


fwer it. Job xxxviii, xxxix, xl. 


Tur sz, and many other texts of the ſame 
import, not only in the Book of Job, but in ma- 
ny other of the facred Writings, ought to be an 
inſtructive Leſſon to all profane Wits, who tak 
upon them to cenſure the Wiſdom and Con- 


duct of God in his providential diſpenſations. O0 

vain ! O wretched and inſolent Man! to think 
thyſelf wiſer than the Creator of the World! 
Hardly do we gueſs aright at things that are upon 


the earth, and with labour do we find the thi 2 1 


that are 56 ore us: But the things that are in "0 


heaven who hath fearched out? Wild, ix. 16. 
Who can find out God to Perfection? 


I canNnoT part with God Almight 's faith- | 


ful ſervant Job, without taking particu ar notice 
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4 of thoſe expreſſions of his, which evidently diſ- 


covered his knowledge of a Redeemer, and of 
the Reſurrection of the Body; in which he 
ſeemed very juſtly to comfort himſelf, when 
under the afflicting hand of God, and the ſevere 
reproaches of his three Friends and his Wife; 
in the aſſurance that his troubles would have an 
end in this World, and that he ſhould live for 
ever in another, and be happy. His words are 
theſe; viz. For 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that I ſhall fland at the laſt day upon the 
earth: And though after my ſtein, worms deſtroy 
this body, yet in my fleſÞ ſhall I ſee God; or, 
(as it is in the margin) after I ſhall awake, though 
this body be deſtroyed, yet out of my fleſh ſhall 1 


ſee God : whom T ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 


eyes ſhall behold, and not another; though my 
reins be conſumed within me. Job xix. 25,26,27. 
See alſo chap. xxi. 30. | 

I am equally ſenſible of, and ſurprized at 
ſome learned Mens endeavouring to force and 
explain away the literal ſenſe of the texts before 
mentioned; it is very extraordinary, to make 


obſcurity in words where there is none; and 


where indeed J ſee no reaſon for departing from 
the literal ſenſe. I am ſorry to ſay it is too of- 
ten the caſe with many other texts of the ſa- 
cred Writings; which occaſions many Hereſies, 
and many unneceſſary diſputes among Chriſtians, 


and is attended with many ill conſequences to 


the Chriſtian Religion; by making many Sects 
of Chriſtians, and many no Chriſtians. It is 
; E 2 very 
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very likely Job was a Prophet, as ſome learned 


Men think, becauſe he was ſo ſupernaturally il- 
luminated with. regard to a Redeemer, and a Re- 
ſurrection: So much is certain, that he was a 
favourite of God Almighty's, by what God faid 
to Eliphax the Temanite; My wrath is kindled 
againſt thee and thy two friends; for ye have 
not ſpoken of me the thing that is right, as my 
ſervant Fob hath, &c, Job xlii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
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GH 
AVING in my firſt Chapter en- 


deavoured from Reaſon and Scrip- 
I ture to demonſtrate the Certainty of 
J the Being of a Gop; and in my 
V ſecond Chapter having likewiſe e- 
vinced from various facts in the ſacred Writings, 
and alſo from our own Obſervation, and Reaſon, 
when properly made uſe of, the undoubted Cer- 
tainty of God's Governing and Preſerving Pro- 
vidence over the World; and moreover, having 
conſidered the ſtate of the World in regard to 
Religion, from the Fall to the Dc! te, and from 
the Deluge to Abraham's Call, and ſo on to 
Miſes and the Prophets; I am now come to 
| 3 conſider 
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54. Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 
conſider that joyful and happy period, which 
was ſtiled the perfect day, and fulneſs of time, 


in which our Redeemer appeared in the fleth, 


to make known clearly to us the Will of his 
Father ; which in a few years made a moſt afto- 
niſhing progreſs throughout the then known 
World, only by the Preaching and Miracles of 
Jeſus Chriſt and twelve of his Diſciples ; all illi- 


terate Men, uncapable of art or violence: So that 
nothing can be a greater mark and evidence of 


the Doctrines being from God, (excluſive of the 
Miracles wrought to give a ſanction to them) 
than their marvellous Effects. But this Religion 
of Chriſt's did not continue long in its original 
Purity, before it was corrupted by various He- 


reſies, and conſequently made various Sects in 


Chriſtianity, who went under the ſeveral names 
of the founders; which diviſions in the Church 
have occaſioned ſome to turn Deiſts, and ſome 
I theiſts: I am ſorry to ſay the numbers of the 
fu ſt are in theſe our days much increaſing; for 
Men are now fo much wiſer than their Fore- 
fathers, as to be able to make a better Religion 

than what God has given them. | 
I DARE appeal to every Deiſt's and Infidel's 
conſcience, (if he will have fo much honour as 
to own the truth) whether. he would reject the 
Goſpel with all the Myſteries attending it, if it 
gave indulgence to mankind to follow their ſen- 
ſual appetites and worldly intereſt with impunity ? 
For it is moſt certainly not the want of ſufficient 
Evidence, as they pretend, (becauſe there can be 
| 5 no 
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no better for the truth of any thing tranſacted 
ſo many years ago) is the true cauſe of the 
violent oppoſition made to the Goſpel Revela- 
nion; but the ſtrictneſs and purity of its Doc- 


trines, quite contrary to the general Genius of 
the world. The belief of the Goſpel truths de- 
pends very much on the diſpoſition Men are in ' 
to receive them: If the heart be well affected 
towards them, they will then find eaſy Admit- 
tance: And the truth of this, the Oracle of all 
truth has confirmed, by faying, F any man will 
do God's will, he ſhall know of the doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf. 
John vii. 17. 

III be bold to ſay, The light of unaſſiſt- 
ed Reaſon could never give Mankind ſuch an 


uabſolute perfect ſyſtem of Doctrine and Rule of 


Life, as has been revealed to Mankind by Jeſus 
Chriſt; which muſt convince every unpreju- 
diced perſon, the Author of it was more than 
human: And I may defy any Infidel, Deiſt, or 
Free-thinker, to prove that the World was as 


little wicked, and underſtood all moral duties as 


well, when under the Light of Nature or Rea- 
ſon only, as it has been fince a Revelation of 
God's will was given or made to us. Again; 
I do affirm, That he who has both the light of 
Reaſon and Scripture to direct him, is undoubt- 


edly more ſecure from error, than he who has 


only the light of Reaſon for his guide. Divine 
Revelation muſt be highly aſſiſtant to Reaſon, 
without taking away the ſtrength that Reaſon 

E 4 had ; 
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had ; and does not propoſe any thing as a duty, 
that is contrary to unbiaſſed Reaſon. What 
then can be the reaſon of the Wiſe Free-thinkers 
being ſo enraged againſt a Revelation that is fo 
very ſerviceable to the Light of Nature? and in 
particular to ſuch as God Almighty has given 
but a ſmall ſhare of Reaſon; which I may ven- 
ture to ſay, takes in far the greateſt part of the 
World. It 1 am told my duty in plain terms 
by unerring Wiſdom, is it not much eaſier for 
me, than it I was obliged to find it out by deep 
thought and attention; which not one in a 
thouſand 1 is capable of ? Can any thing then be 
more abſurd and ſenſeleſs, than to urge Reaſon 
againſt Revelation, in ſuch caſes where all the 
light of the former muſt be borrowed from the 
latter? Notwithſtanding this is really the caſe, 
the Infidels are ſo hardened, as loudly to cry up 
the Sufficiency of Reaſon, when they make no 
better uſe of it, than to employ it, firſt to de- 
pole Faith, and then to 2 their Luſts and 
Intereſts. 

ANOTHER very 8 reaſon may be 
aſſigned for Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God his 
coming into the world, beſides that of inform- 
ing us of our duty to God, and of a Reſurrec- 
tion to life eternal, of happineſs or miſery, which 
we could not diſcover with certainty by the Light 
of Nature; I mean, that of his dying to make 
fatisfaction to his Father for the fins of the whole 
world, and of his being our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate with God; which no creature could have 


any 
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any right or pretence to; for nothing leſs than 
the Son of God could merit any thing of his 
Creator; and by fad experience of the ſtrength 
of our nature in its greateſt purity, it appears it 
EE was too difficult for us to perform ſuch conditions, 
as would become the Wiſdom, Holineſs, and 
= Majeſty of God to preſcribe : Our happineſs 
XZ could no other way be provided for than by the 
EZ Suffering and Mediation of ſome Perſon who 
EZ could offer unto God an equivalent for our of- 
fences, fatisfy his juſtice, and intercede for the 
acceptance of ſuch an obedience, as we were 
capable of performing under the frailties and in- 
= firmities of our nature; and ſince this is the 
RX caſe, that we have great occaſion for ſuch a Friend 
as aforeſaid, no leſs Perſon than the Son of God 
was fit, and of conſequence, and dignity enough 
to do all this for us. | 
== Bur this I muſt confeſs is too large a field 
for my Meditations at this time, and a part of 
Revelation I did not propoſe making the ſub- 
ect of my Eſſays, which were primarily intend- 
dd only to evince the Truth and Reaſonableneſs 
of the Revelation we have received from God, 
po far only as it reſpects all moral and poſitive 
duties, and informs us clearly of the whole will 
of God; which, in my opinion, we ſhould have 
been in a great meaſure ignorant of, if God had 
= not been pleaſed to give us this Revelation 
= which I have impartially and carefully conſider- 
ed, and do ſtedfaſtly believe from many obſer- 
2 vations I have made, it cannot poſſibly be any 
1 human 
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human production. If one crafty Prieſt, or a 
confederacy of crafty Prieſts had been concerned 
in writing ſo much of the Bible as treats of na- 
tural and revealed Religion, I verily perſwade 
myſelf he or they would have done it with more 
art and refined policy, ſo as it might have ap- 
peared in a different light as to many things in 
it, to what it does now. There is evidently a 
ſpirit of undiſguifed Truth, Purity, and Simpli- 
city runs through the Book, not to be found in 
any other Hiſtory ; which fully convinces me of 
its divine original: We find no crime, no frail- 
ty, either concealed or mitigated of any Perſon 
whoſe name there is occaſion to mention ; which 
if it had not been done ſo, would have put the 
profane Infidels to a terrible loſs for materials to 


employ their wit upon : By which means, more | 
than by ſtrength of argument, the Unbelievers 


have indeed gained many diſciples ; for with 
weak and corrupt minds, a vile Joke has a greater 
influence than the ſublimeſt Reaſoning. There 
is nothing ſo eaſy to do, and nothing much 


more criminal in the fight of God than ludere 


cum ſacris, to ſport with and deride holy things. 


And as the Free-thinkers, I am very fare, can- 


prove. that the Bible was not dictated by 


not 


the Spirit of God, I muſt adviſe them, for their ; 
' own ſake, not to take ſuch a freedom with it, 


leſt they find themſelves under an irrecoverable 
miſtake at laſt : God will not be mocked ; there- 
fore it is much ſafer, if they will not believe, 
not to ſcoff at the word of God, No y_ 
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of Morality and Religion was ever produced any 
way equal to the Chriſtian Revelation. But we 
are told there are myſteries in it, and they can- 


3 ; not prevail on themſelves to believe what they 
do not underſtand. This is the plea they think 


proper to make uſe of; for they would willing- 


h be thought to act rationally. We allow there 


are myſteries above our underſtanding ; what 
then? Since no argument can prove them im- 
poſſible, and they are declared and made known 


s us by clear Revelation, they ought to be be- 
= lieved.* 


He that will not believe what is propoſed on 
reaſonable, though but probable motives, would 


not even yield to demonſtration, if the truth op- 


poſed his luſts and paſſions ; and this is the rea- 


bon that they ſeldom or never conſider the argu- 
ments recommending or enforcing the truth of 
= Chriſtianity : The Deifts indeed, for decency's 


fake, cry up Morality and Virtue at a great rate, 
and but few of them practice either; ſo that 


: their defign manifeſtly tends to make inroads 


on Faith with a better grace, whereby Scripture 
is ſtruck at, which is the only fare and folid 
foundation both of Faith and Morality, and real 


BE Virtue : For what will become of all moral Vir- 


tues, Fc. when the Bible is depreciated and ridi- 


= culcd as a Fable. Natural Religion will then be 
what every one pleaſes, when the ſtandard of 


true Religion is deſtroy d. 


* Dr CLARKE on the Trinity. 


IN 
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In my way of thinking, if the Bible had been 
the invention of meer crafty, political Men, they 
would have conſidered that Myſteries in their 
doctrines would have hindered their being ſo well 
received by the world, which we now find to be 
the caſe, and made the pretended objection a- 
gainſt the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
for that reaſon they would have been too cun- 
ning to have foiſted in Myſteries to nip their 
whole ſcheme in the bud; and this is to me a 
moſt convincing argument alone, if there were 
no other, that the Bible was not any human in- 
vention, but brought to us from heaven, by the 
Son of God, and the dictates of his Holy Spirit; 


and for that reaſon we muſt believe the Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel, though our capacities are not 
at preſent enlarged enough to comprehend them ; 
Faith, and good Works, are made the terms of. 


our Salvation: Therefore ſince God is undoubt- 
edly the Author of our holy Religion, and not 
Man; and He, as our Creator and Governor, 
has an indiſputable right to act as He pleaſes; it 
is the indiſpenſible duty of all his creatures that 
live under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, to receive 
it with all its Myſteries, which are given us for 


a trial of our Faith; for where a thing is clear, 


there is not ſo much room for Faith. 

RELIGION was from the creation believed in 
the world; therefore it muſt be either Natural, 
or by Revelation: They are both the Law and 
Will of God; though one is manifeſted to us by 
the exerciſe of our reaſoning Powers, the other 


by 
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L dy divine Revelation; which laſt IT ſhall have oc- 
WS cafion to enlarge upon afterwards : But in the 
mean time, I muſt add a few words to make it 
appear that the Law of Nature dictates the wor- 
chip of God as a duty to every one that be- 
lieves there is ſuch a Being; becauſe by the ſame 
Faith whereby we ſpeculatively believe the Be- 
ing of a God, we muſt likewiſe neceſſarily be- 
lieve He is to beadored, ſerved and loved: The 
reaſons for it are obvious; for if in our dealings 
Vith our fellow creatures we think ourſelves in 
point of gratitude obliged to reverence and re- 
= {pet our Benefactors, and ſerve them whenever 
it is in our power; is it not much more reaſon- 


= Wable, and indeed our bounden duty, that we 


ould daily reverence, adore, worſhip and ſerve 


that Being who created us, and by whoſe good 


” - 0 n —_ 


Providence we are preſerved, and have the en- 
oyment of the good things of this world; and 
in whoſe power it is inſtantly to annihilate us, 
or make us miſerable in this world for many 
ears, and in the next to all eternity, (if he 
pleaſe) without doing us any injuſtice? For who 
can ſay to God, J am clean, I am free from all 
Miiguity? If we are thankful to our earthly Be- 
Wnctactors for their kindneſſes and favours done 
as, how much more ought we to be fo to our 
heavenly Benefactor, in whom we live, and move, 
aid have our Being? 

= 1THixk it would be ſuperfluous to ſay a 
great deal to prove the religious worſhip of God 
io be both a natural and revealed duty; fo that 
E | | whoever 
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whoever neglects it, acts in oppoſition to both, 
and muſt certainly be accountable to God for 
ſuch omiſſion : And I muſt freely tell my fel- 


low creatures, that I am ſo abſolutely convinced 


that public and private Prayer, Thanks and 
Praiſes to our Creator, was expected and re- 
quired by him as a natural duty, before it was a 

ſitive one, that I do neither think it criminal 
or uncharitable to ſuſpect, that all thoſe who 
totally negle& this duty are actually Atheiſts, 
and ſay in their heart There is no God : For there 


are but few who are hardy enough to make 


public ſuch ſentiments, except among thoſe in 
their own way of thinking. Both Mr. Hobbes, 
and the Author of Chriſtianity as old as the Crea- 
tion agree, that public and private Prayer is a 
duty to God. | 

To advance a little nearer to evince the truth 
and neceſſity of a Revelation; the Deiſts, I 
think, admit there is ſuch a thing as moral Good 
and Evil; if fo, I prefume they will allow moral 
Good to be, the making their thoughts, words 
and actions ſubſervient and conformable to the 
right and unbiaſſed Reaſon of things; then 
moral Evil muſt be juſt the reverſe of it. But 
now- the great difficulty will be how to go to 


work without the aſſiſtance of a Revelation, to 
make a certain and unerring diſcovery of all 


moral duties according to this ſtandard ; or how 
to prevail' on ourſelves to obſerve them when 
diſcovered, if they happen to interfere with our 


worldly intereſt, or our ſenſual: enjoyments ; for 
| in 


| 
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in theſe two caſes, I much ſuſpect, if we had 
any ſcruples about ſome particular things when 
they did not conveniently lie in our way to take 
poſſeſſion of them ; we ſhould find it no dif- 
ficult matter to get rid of our qualms of Con- 
ſcience, when they did, and would be agree- 
able to us; we ſhould then be apt to think our- 
ſelves in an error about our ſcruples, and that in 
reality the action was not immoral or criminal; 
and that every one muſt have an undoubted 
right to make himſelf eaſy and happy when in 
his power. Now this cannot be the caſe, when 
we have the whole Will of God laid before us, 
as in the Scriptures ; we are no longer left to our 
Reaſon to find out our duty ; but we are told 


in plain terms by the Spirit of God, what is 


good and what is evil; what we are to do, and 
what we are not to do: Now without ſuch a 
Revelation as this, which it has pleaſed God to 
give us of his Will by Meſes and the Prophets, 
and laſt of all by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, I do 
abſolutely deny the poſſibility of knowing our 
whole duty as clearly as we do now, to God, 
our neighbour, and ourſelves, 

I w1LL give an inſtance or two out of many 
that might be brought to confirm the truth of 
my aſſertion, that the Religion of Nature was 
not a ſufficient light, after Man's firſt tranſgreſ- 
ſion, to guide him in the way of Righteouſneſs ; 
I mean, in regard to that immoral praftice of 
Fornication, which I preſume was not diſcover- 
ed to be a fin, till it was expreſsly forbidden by 
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the revealed Laws of God. In the infancy of 
the world, Fornication was indeed unavoidable, 
becauſe without that liberty the World could not 
have been ſufficiently peopled in a proper time, 
unleſs God Almighty had made millions of Pairs 
at firſt, inſtead of one Pair : But as God in his 
wiſdom did not think fit to do that, He per- 
mitted Polygamy and Concubines for ſome time, 
without any expreſs command to the contrary ; 
a. 2h or clear command, I ſay, to the con- 
trary ; for God's inſtituting Matrimony after He 
ba n Man and Woman, was in reality a 
diſcovery that Fornication would be no longer 
allowable than the neceſſity of the thing re- 
quired; according to the old ſaying, © Neceſ- 


« ſity has no Law.” 
IAM now. to prove Fornication not only to 


be a plain prohibited fin by the Revealed Will 


of God, as appears evidently by various texts in 
the Old and New Teſtament, but alſo to be a 
moral Evil. Whatever interferes (if univerſally 
practiſed) with the general peace and happineſs 
of Mankind, muſt confeſſedly be contrary to the 
Laws of Nature and right Reaſon : Now in this 
caſe every individual has an equal right moſt 
certainly to gratify his ſenſes ; and, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, more or leſs, an inclination to do it ; 

ſo that, conſequently, the practice of Fornica- 
tion in the world would be univerſal, whilſt 
there was no law to hinder it; would not then 
ſuch practices produce moſt dreadful Evils and 


Miſeries in the world? What then all Men can't 
do, 
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do, without deſtroying the peace and happineſs 
of the community, cannot in the Reaſon of 
things be lawful for any one to do. Which 
muſt manifeſtly demonſtrate Fornication to be a 
moral Evil; and conſequently, a Sin within the 
light of natural Religion, when well conſidered 
and attended to; but as there is in the nature of 
Man ſuch a propenſity towards that vice, it was 
neceſſary there ſhould be a clearer law to forbid 
it, than that of our Reaſon. The ſame may 
be determined about Drunkenneſs, Sc. What I 
have ſaid here, is to ſhew the neceſſity of a clear 
Revelation of the Will of God; which, bleſſed 
be God, we are now in poſſeſſion of; becauſe 
many Immoralities were not ſufficiently diſcover- 
ed by the light of Nature; but now we have 


v0 cloke for our fins; for God has told us by 


his Son and Holy Spirit what we muſt do, and 
what we muſt not do, at our peril. 
AGAIN; I: ſhall make the neceſſity of a Re- 
velation of the Will of God farther appear, by 
giving an account of the ſurprizing ignorance of 
the Heathens of old, (and we have no reaſon to 
ſuſpect, but They had as great a ſhare of the 
light of Nature as our modern Heathens) who 
were taught to believe it a duty to their gods 
to offer human ſacrifices to them, and withal, 
ſuch ſacrifices as were moſt unnatural, that is to 
ſay, their Sons and their Daughters: The 
Pſalmiſt calls it properly, offering. their ſons and 
their daughters unto devils. 
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LET us next enquire how it came about, 


that theſe Heathens ſhould likewiſe worthip Det- 
ties that were the greateſt monſters of unclean- 


neſs and iniquity that were ever heard of ; and 


Deities that enjoined the practice of the moſt 


monſtrous Impurities, and Lewdneſſes, as neceſ- 


fary Rites to be performed in their very Tem- 
ples: Once more; How came it about that Ca- 
ligula committed Inceſt with his Siſters ? or that 
Agrippina poiſoned her Huſband Claudius, and 
Nero his Mother Agrippiua, &c? Was it not 
evidently from ſome defect in the light of Na- 
ture, to guide Mankind, after the fall, in the 
way of Righteouſneſs * How then can the Deiſts 
or Free-thinkers have the affurance to aſſert, that 
the light of Nature is ſufficient to inform us how 
to pleaſe God, without any other Revelation ? 
The God of the Chriſtians has taught us quite 
another leſſon ; if Men are wicked, aſter a clear 
Revelation of God's Will, they act cantrary to 
knowledge, ſo cannot plead ignorance, as they 
might have done in the ſtate of Nature. Saint 
Paul told the Epheſians, in his Epiſtle to them, 
that when they were Gentiles in the fleſh, they 
were without hope, and without God in the world; 
that is, without any knowledge of the true God, 
and. how properly to worſhip and ſerve him: 
And, to uſe his own wards in another place, he 


told them, they were ſametimes darkneſs, but now, 
(now ye are turned from Gentiliſm to Chriſti- 
anity) ye are light in the Lord: Therefore, put 


off the old man, hich 7s corrupted according to 


the 
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the deceitful lufts, and put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 

| holineſs. By the od man, he meant the Gentile 
or Heathen corruptions, and vile wickedneſſes, 
ſuch as has been before taken notice of. For 
the God whom St Paul was to te:ch them to 
worſhip, was a God of infinite Perfection and 
Purity, therefore they muſt endeavour to imitate 
him in true Holineſs, and not worſhip him in 
ſuch a beaſtly and abominable manner as they 
did their Heathen Deities ; but ia {p:ri* and in 
Nn. enn i . 

IT AM aware it will be told me, in anſwer to 
thote inſtances I have brought to prove the want 
of a Revelation of the Will of God, before we 
had it in that perfection it came to us from the 
Son of God; that Men are guilty of the fame 
heinous crimes under the light of the Goſpel, as 
before it. I on, they have, of ſome of them, 
but not of all; nor ſo frequently of any of them: 
Beſides, the Gentiles committed them, as one 
may reaſonably believe, without any ſenſe of 
their being erimes, but juſtifiably, many of them 
being recommended, or enjoined by their Gods; 
but we Chriſtians have not ſo learned Chriſt. 

Wx have now ſeen how low the Heathen 
Morality and their ſenfe of Virtue ran, till it was 
refined and perfected by a Revelation of God's 
Will; the wiſeſt and moſt thinking of the Gen- 
tiles, thought they wanted it before they had it; 
but our wiſer modern Gentiles, now they have 
, pretend there was no need of it, the light of 
| F 2 Reaſon 
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Reaſon being ſufficient without it: When, alas! 
they would not be half fo wiſe as they are now, 
even in regard to Moral Duties only, without 
the aid of a Revelation. This 1s truth, though: 
not for the advantage of their cauſe to own it; 
every thing when diſcovered, ſeems then ſo ob- 
vious and eaſy to our underſtandings, that we 
are apt to think them clear deductions from na- 
tural Reaſon; but here our Judgments impoſe 
upon us, for the law of Nature was ſo corrupt- 
ed after the fall, and the knowledge of it loſt to 
ſuch a degree among Men, that we could not 
have known many things with ſuch- certainty, 
if Revelation had not come to our aſſiſtance; 10 
that the world would have been in a moſt de- 
plorable condition at this time. 111 7 
How R VER, for once I will ſuppoſe that what 
Revelation has diſcovered to us, might, as far as 
Moral Duties go, have been diſcovered by the 
light of Reaſon, when attended to; What great 
ſervice would it have been of towards reform- 
ing Mankind? For there is a wide difference be- 
tween making a thing our duty, barely from 
reaſoning about it, and the ſame thing being en- 
forced by proper authority, with the ſanctions of 
Rewards and Puniſhments annexed to the per- 
formance or omiſſion of it: And this is my rea- 
ſon for it, becauſe bare judgment or opinion a- 
bout a thing will be very liable to change, when 
either pleaſure or profit interpoſes. But the caſe 
is quite altered, when the ſame thing is made 
our duty by a divine command; there is then 
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Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 69 
no room for heſitating about it, nor colour for 
diſobedience :. It is a comfortable thing to have 
right reaſon confirmed and ſtrengthened by Di- 
vine Wiſdom : But it is much more fo, to have 
God Almighty's will revealed to us, where our 
reaſon could not poſſibly have given us a know- 
ledge of it without a Revelation; of all this, I 


am fully convinced, and fo 1 think muſt every 


candid and unprejudiced Perſon be; and mult a- 
gree, that without a ſupernatural illumination to 
every individual, we could never have known 
how to ſerve and pleaſe God, without ſuch a 


Revelation of his will as He has been pleaſed in 


the fulneſs of time to give us. 
Now as the Chriſtian Religion is in moſt 


things agreeable to our natural reaſon, and in the 


myſterious part of it not contrary to reaſon, nor 
impoſſible in the nature of the thing, therefore 


the Chriſtian Religion is the proper object of our 


faith and practice. The doctrine of the Trinity 
in unity is what our modern Infidels cannot di- 
geſt, for nothing will go down with them but 

what they can comprehend by their reaſon; now 
as we aſſert the Authority of it to be from God, 
unleſs they can make the contrary appear, they 
ought to be ſilent and give it up: But they ſay 


it is an abſurd doctrine, ſo cannot be from God: 


How will theſe wiſe. men make out the abſurdity 
of it, unleſs they underſtood the nature of God? 
Many things may certainly be true, though we 
cannot comprehend — All muſt allow Gd 
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70 Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity, 
to be an incomprehenſible Being, and we can 
know no more of Him than what is in ſcrip- 
ture delivered concerning him: whilſt we are in 
this world, we can never underſtand the ſtate of 
the next fo fully as we ſhall do when we ar- 
rive there : Therefore we muſt live here by faith 
in regard to things above our underſtandings ; 
which there muſt be, unleſs the nature of the 
things, or our own nature were different from 
what it 1s. 


HaAavinG now given my own opinion con- 
cerning the myſteries of Chriſtianity, I ſhall lay 
before my Readers the ſentiments of fome wile 
and learned men on the ſame ſubject ; and begin 
with Deſcartes, a Philoſopher in much repute 
at the Univerſity of Cambridge in my time, who 
gives his Readers this caution: That they ſhanld 
remember that God is infinite, and we ourſelves 
finite; and therefore if He reveals any thing of 
Himſelf, or other things that are above the 
ſtrength of our natural Reaſon, ſuch as the myſ- 
teries of the Incarnation and the Trinity, we 
muſt not deny them credit, though we cannot 
clearly underſtand them ; nor ſhould we at all 
wonder that there are many. things, both in his 
immenſe nature, and in the creation, that ex- 
ceed our capacities. Prime, Philgſ. Part I. 
Art. 24. | | 

> AGAIN; Hear the opinion of another learn- 
ed Author on the ſubject of the Trinity, Who 
e ' tays 


141 


9 
= 
A 
vt 
1 
ro 
2 
"> 
- 730 
ww 
Ig 
5 
85 
* 8 
1 
<= 
Þ 
= 
| 


2 
ry 

ST — 
* 

5 

7 


8 
"3 
; 
3 


AD 


Eſavs in Progf of Chriftianity. 71 
ſays, That a Trinity of Perſons is not to be 
proved by natural Reaſon ; and he that attempts 
to do it, does a double prejudice to the Faith: 
Firſt, he derogates from its dignity ; it being 
proper for the doctrine of Faith to be of ſuch 
things as exceeds Man's Reaſon : ' Secondly, he 
hinders others from embracing the Faith, Y 
uſing ſuch arguments as are not cogent, whic 
renders it obnoxious to the InfideFs contempt. 
It is plain Scripture, that the Father is God, the 
Son is God, and that the Holy Ghoſt is God; and 
that theſe three are but one God. And let us not 
go beyond the Scripture z for other ſubtilties and 
curious enquiries, beſides the written Word, will 
do no ſervice to the Chriſtian Religion; when 
Philoſophy is carried beyond its proper limits, 
that is, when it attempts to determine of ſuch 
things as fall not under the cognizance of natu- 
ral Reaſon, ſuch as thoſe that belong to the Wor- 


| ſhip of God, and Man's Salvation; but in the 


points of Juſtification, Reconciliation with: God, 
and other matters of Faith, that are above our 
Reaſon ; in theſe caſes, I ſay, Revelation muſt 
be our only guide.” Aqyinas, Part I. q. 32. 
5 | 

ONE more quotation on the occaſion, and: I 


have done; which will be from St Auſtin, who 


has the following words; What we under- 
ſtand, we owe to Reaſon. But what we be- 
lieve, we owe to authority. It is effential to a 
Chriſtian Faith, that in its aſſent, it relies upon 
the infallible veracity of the Revealer. _— 
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7 2 Eſſays in Proof of Chrifianity. 


O ye Infidels, and tremble? what our bleſſed 
Saviour faith ; F ye BELIEVE NOT. that I am 


HE, ye ſhall die in your fins.” 3h 

I ENTIRELY agree in my ſentiments with 
theſe judicious Authors; for as there is all the 
evidence that can be given, or that can be ex- 
pected, of the ſcriptures being the Word of God, 
they moſt certainly ought to command both our 
Faith and Practice; but if Infidels offer argu- 
ments againſt the belief of any myſterious ſcrip- 
ture doctrine, we are then under an obligation 
of defending the doctrine in the beſt manner we 
can; and the finiſhing ſtroke againſt them in 


this caſe, is to prove the doctrine came from 
God ; and for that Reaſon we muſt believe it * 


And this we are able to do againſt the ſubtileſt 
adverſaries of Chriſtianity, as far as any thing 
at ſuch a diſtance of time can be proved. 
Sou make objections againſt the truth of 
Chriſtianity in general, becauſe there are diſputes 


among Chriſtians about the meaning of ſeveral 


texts; but this carries no weight with it at all, 
but is quite trifling, and hardly deſerves an an- 
ſwer; however, I will bring Scripture to give 
the anſwer, which tells us, there were and muſt 
be Hergſies and that ſome will depart from the 
Faith; and that there will ariſe falſe Chriſis and 


falſe Prophets, who ſhall ſhew great figns and 


wonders ; inſomuch that (if it were poſſible) they 
would deceive the very ele. Behold, I have roll 
you before: Therefore if it was not fo, then the 


Scriptures would be cavilled againſt as not true. 
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Eſſays in P roof of Chriſtianity. 73 
But what is there, that Men will not diſpute 
about? Is Truth, the leſs Truth beak it 
meets with oppoſition? Diſputes ariſe from va- 
rious reaſons; from pride and vanity ; from a 
wrong head, or corrupted heart; from ſelf- ſuf- 
ficiency; from an affectation of ſingularity, and 
being thought wiſer than others: But ſo long 
as it does not appear that Chriſtians differ about 
the Fundamentals of their Religion, the diſ- 
putes about the true meaning of ſome particular 
texts, do by no means prove Chriſtianity falſe. 
As I have ſaid before, we have all the evi- 
dence for the truth of Chriſtianity that can rea- 
ſonably be deſired, or that the nature of the thing 
will admit of; for what can be a greater proof 
of the truth it, than its having made its way ſo 


: | ſucceſsfully by mean, illiterate, and helpleſs men, 


againſt all the powers of Earth and Hell; and its 
expoſing its followers to the moſt grievous Suf- 
ferings, and at laſt to Death; which their ar- 
dent and affectionate zeal for their Saviour made 
them voluntarily and with pleaſure undergo ? 
They had the trueſt and moſt exalted ſentiments 
of the Love of God, and his Son, towards 
Mankind; eſteeming the ſacrifice of his Son for 
the Sins of the World, the higheſt inſtance of 
goodneſs to his creatures. Neither were they 
led to all this by enthuſiaſtic Phrenzy: No, it 
was the impulſe of the Holy Spirit that ſtrength- 
ened and enabled them to bear all their ſuffer- 
ings with ſo much courage and patience, and I 
may add, pleafure : Like their ' bleſſed 9 
they 


74 Effays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 
they endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, ont 
of gratitude to him, and from the certain e 
pectation of a crown of Glory in Heaven. May 
our good God enable all Believers in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt to follow the Rips of thoſe primi- 
tive Martyrs, if ever there be occaſion ! And 
may the ſame good God fo illuminate the under- 
ſtandings of all Unbelievers, that they may turn 
from the Errors of their thoughts and ways, and 
be ſaved ! And for this purpoſe, and with no 
other view, God that knows my heart, knows, 
T have exerted my utmoſt (though weak) la- 

bours and endeavours. But to proceed: _ 
TE Infidels make another objection againft 
the truth of Chriſtianity, on the account of the 
difference between the Genealogy of Chriſt in 
St Matthew * and that in St Luke. It muſt be 
obſerved, that the Jews took greater care of their 
Genealogies than any other People in the world; 
and it is certain, the Genęalogies of the Jews 
were then in being, and long after that time; 
and were carefully preſerved in the public Regiſ- 
ters: Beſides, it appears by Hiſtorians, that they 
could repeat them by heart, as well, and as rea- 
dily, as they could the Decalogue. Is it pro- 
bable then that a wrong Genealogy ſhould have 
been inſerted, which would have been deſtruc- 
tive of all the arguments for our Saviour's be- 
ing the Chriſt? Again, Had the Pedigree been 
„„ | falſe, 
The Genealogy in St Mattherv is from Abraham down+ 
ward: 2 St Luke from Joſeph and Heli in a lineal de- 

ſcent, Sc. | | 


Eſſays in Proof of Chriftiamity. 73 
galſe, the Jews would ſoon have taken notice of 
tt, for they would have been glad to have laid 
1 hold of any advantage to prove our Saviour an 

Impoſtor; for in ſhort, every thing relating to 
Jeſus Cbriſt depended upon his deſcent from 
Abraham, and avid: And as it does not ap- 
pear the Jews, who, doubtleſs, perfectly under- 
ſtood it at that time, ever made any objection 
W to it, and as it was allowed of in that age, there 
W is no colour for any diſpute about it now. 

Bu T I have ſtill fomewhat more to add, to 
ſhew that the two Genealogies do not contradict 
one another, as a low Pamphleteer * has en- 
deavoured to prove, unleſs it is allowed that 
jeſus Chriſt was Fofeph's Son in the common. 
way of procreation by Mary his Wife; becauſe 
otherwite, this Author ſays, Jeſns could not 
be of the lineage of David, nor of the Tribe of 
Fudab, as the Scriptures declare him to be.” | 
The firſt text he brings to prove that Tojeph was 
_ Chriſt's natural Father, — Luke ii. 48. 

ather and I have ſought thee ſorrouing: 
- Wah is no more to 2 — — if he 
had brought the firſt four letters of the Alphabet 
to prove it by: I know of no Chriſtian that 
ever denied this:text to- be genuine; but it does 
not neceſſarily follow, that Fofeph begat Jeſus, 
becauſe Mary, Jeſus Chriſt's Mother gave Joſepb 
the title of Father; for, ſuppoſing Joſeph had 
been his Father-in-daw, there had been no im- 
Wy propriety in the manner of Mary s exprefling 
: herſelf. 
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76 Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 
nel. But 2 Joſeph in 1 1 


440% © © 


ike = the Huſband of Mary, * whims Was fa 


Teſus, who'ts called Chriſt. St Luke ſays, * = 


(Jeſus) was ſuppoſed to be the ſon of Teſeph. | 
does not ſay, Foſeph begat Jeſus. In tes 


tion of law, Jeſus was the reputed, or ſuppoſed 


Son of Joſeph; becauſe the ſacred Writings tell 
us, Joſepb was the eſpouſed Huſband of Mary, 


Huſband and Wife are ſo intimately related, as 


to be reckoned united ene Fleſh; and in the law 


of Nations many times one Perſon : Mulier con- 


juncla viro, conceſſit in unum. Luck. 


Bur to proceed; We cannot allow Joſepl 
to be Jeſus Chriſt's natural F ather, becauſe 1a- 


_ cred Authority, the Scriptures, aſſert the con. 


trary; and tell us in plain terms, that Foſeph did 


not know Mary his Wife till after Jeſus -was 


born, if he 4 at all. And farther to confirm 
this truth, that Jeſus was not Foſeph's natural 
Son, I ſhall quote another text. When Mary 
aſked the Angel Gabriel, how the could poſſi- 
bly have a Son, when ſhe knew not a man? 
The Angel's anſwer - was this; That tbe, Holy 


Ghoſt ſhould come upon her, and the power of the 


Higheſt ſhould over-ſhadsw her; therefore - alſo 1 
that holy thing which | ſhall. be born of a | 


ſhall be called the! Son ef Od. 


15 Chap. iii. ver. 23. 


AGAIN; 


Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 77 
= Acain; As Jeſus was born of Mary's body, 
Wind Joſeph was contracted or eſpouſed to her at 


er 
te fame time, Jeſus might well be the reputed: 
g on of Joſeph by the Jeuiſb Nation in general, 
t ho would not underſtand the Scriptures con- 
n Cerning him. Let us conſider the Prophet Je- 
e emiab's prediction concerning him, chap. xxxi. 
le 22. The Lord hath: created a new: thing upon the 
— earth, a woman full -compaſs a; Man. If this 
d text is not alone a clear and evident proof at this 
it me of Jeſus Chriſt's ſupernatural Incarnation, I 
. vil ſtrengthen it with another from the Prophet 
1s WY 72:2, chap. vii. 14. Therefore, the) Lord himſelf 
a give you a fig; » Behold, a'virgin"ſhall cons. 
7 cetve, and bear à ſon, and ſhall: call bis name 
Jnmanuel. I ſhall make no anſwer to the objee- 
5 tion againſt this laſt text, becauſe ſeveral learned 
1- men* have already given a ſatisfactory one; and 
if Infidels will continueInfidels; for want of hear- 
d ing both ſides of the queſtion, or ate beforehand. 
15 reſolved not to be convinced, I know: no help for 
nit: Believers can do no more than they have done, 
But as the Author I have before mentioned has 
made a grand miſtake (whether ignorantly or wil- 
- RS lingly 1 will not take upon me to ſay) I will recs, 
ut it: He tells us, That the Lord, by the 
Prophet, bid Aba aſk a Sign, in regard to his 
being delivered out of the hands of Regin, the 
o © King of Syria, and Petab, King of 1/rael, 


Iſaiah vii. Aba anſwered, as may be ſeen at 
e verſe 12. Twill not aſt, neither awill I tempt the 
5 | ( 0 N 2 0 r ”” 


* See WHITBY, MiLLs, PEARSON, Sc. &c. 
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78 Efays.in Proof of Ghriftianity: 
& Lord. Thus far the Objector is right: But 
then, in order (as may be preſumed) to deſtroy 
the application of the text, Behold, à virgin, &c. 
he inſinuates, that the Lord, by the 2 did 
actually give a Sign to Ahaz, notwithſtanding 
his refuſal to aſk one; therefore I muſt inform 
him of his error. The Lord did indeed give a 
Sign, but not to Ahaz; for after his refuſal. to 
aſk one, the Prophet turned to the Houſe of Da- 
vid to give the Sign, as rs at verſe 13. 
And he ſaid, Hear ye now, O Houſe of David, 
Ts it a ſmall thing for you to weary men, but wil 
ye <weary my God alſo? Verſe 14. Therefare the 
Lord himſelf ſhall give you a Sign: Behold, à vir. 
gin, &. From whence. it manifeſtly appear, 
that the Sign was given to the Houſe of David, 

after Ahaz's refuſal to aſk onme. 
This Sign, given by the Prophet to the Houſe 
of David, when in great danger of being cut 
off (becauſe the Kings of 1/-ae/ and Syria were 
come againſt them) of the promiſe of a Meſſiah, 
who was to be of the Seed of David, and fit 
upon the Throne, was a ſatisfactory ſecurity and 
remedy againſt thoſe fears of that Houſe being 
extinguiſhed; and withal, by it was given to the 
Houſe of David, a Promiſe of a perpetuity of his 
Kingdom. e 
Beſides all this; It is quite agreeable to our 
reaſon, that a Perſon who was to be ſtiled the Son 
of God, and was both God and Man, and Sa- 
viour of the World; moſt glorious and tranſcend- 
ent titles; and likewiſe a Perſon whoſe coming 
into 
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Efſays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 79 
into the world was uſhered in by the heavenly. 
Hoſt with that ſublime and devout Hymn, Ghry 
be to Gad on high, &c: ſhould have a ſupernatu- 


wma Incarnation, and not begotten in the uſual 


way of Procreation. And as to the Impoſſibility 
of it, none but an Atheiſt can diſpute that; for 
it is certainly as eaſy for the omnipatent God to 
create a Child in the Womb of à Virgin, (if he 
thinks ſo fit) as it was to create a Man at firſt out 


of the duſt. Every one, therefore, ho believes 


the Work of the Creation to be by the Word of 


an omnipotent Being, can have no doubt about 


the other. | 2 5 1 
Moreover, ſome other circumſtances attended 
this miraculous Incarnation, which muſt ſtrength- 
en our belief of its being ſo; 'becauſe never any 
thing like it happened to the greateſt of the Pro- 


phets; therefore Jeſus muſt be more than s Pro- 


Pbet, as it is expreſſed of Him, Tube vil. 26. Did 
not the Prophets foretel when and where he was 


to be born? Did not they foretel he was to be 


laid in a Manger in an Inn? Did not an Angel 
appear to the Shepherds, to direct them where to 
find Chriſt their Lord? Did not an extraordinary 
ſtar direct the wiſe men from the Eaſt where to 


find our Saviour? And did notthey, when they 


ſaw Him, fall down and worſhip Him? Again; 
Did not Simeon, and Auna a Propheteſs, when 
they ſaw Jeſus in the Temple, declare him to be 
ſomething more than human, ' by ſaying, Mine 
eyes have ſceu thy ſalvation, &c? Is it likely a 
meer Man ſhould be appointed by God to bring 
Salvation 


* 
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could have digni 
ſufficient Atonement for the ſins * all Mankind? 
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Salvation to the whole World? Is it conſiſtent 
with common ſenſe, to believe, that a meer Man 


ity and worth enough to appeaſe 
by his death the Wrath of God, and make a 


And to be an Interceſſor for us in Heaven? A 
Saviour, and à Judge of the World at the laſt 
day? Therefore, from all theſe extraordinary 
events, and weighty conſiderations, I have men- 
tioned, we have all poſlible reaſon to be confirmed 
in that revealed Truth of Jeſus Chriſt's being both 
God and Man. 425 

Permit me to add to what I have already ſaid 
another corroborating and convincing proof of 
Jeſus Chriſt's being a divine Perſon, which was 
his reſurrection. from the dead by his own'Power, 
which He expreſly declared before his crucifixion! 


For tho' God can raiſe us from the Grave when- 


ever He pleaſes, we have no Power of ourſelves; 
how then, I muſt aſk, came Jeſus Chriſt by this 
Power of raifing Himſelf, if he was a meer Man? 
For I muſt take it for granted he did fo, becauſe 
He aſſerted He had that Power in Himſelf, of = 
ing down his life, and taking it again. 
We ſhall all be raiſed again, by virtue of our 
Saviour's Reſurrection to Judgment at the aſt 
day; and after that, be happy or miſerable to all 
eternity, according to our behaviour in this world! 
J muſt next refute the pamphleteer in regard to 
what he ſays of the Goſpel of Saint Mattheaw, as 
we now have it, which he denies to be the true 
Goſpel; and afſerts the Ebionites Goſpel was: the 
26 | true 
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true Goſpel, becauſe it did not agree with ours, 
as it ſtands now in the canon of Scripture. In 


A 

. 

aaſwer to this, I fay, it has been agreed by the 
x moſt learned Men in all ages, and thoſe that 
W lived neareſt to the times of the Apoftles, that 
þ = the Ebionites had corrupted the Hebrew copy 
" WS which they uſed, and left out what they pleaſed : 
, having, among other things, omitted rhe Genea- 
; W logy of Chriſt : And ſome will have it, that the 
1 Nazareens were guilty of the ſame omiſſion in 
" WE their copies, which were perfect as to the reſt, 
1 2 ſome additions of their own. Epi- 
1 phamus lays, he is not certain whether the Na- 
: W 22rcens did leave out the Genealogy of Chriſt : 
And Father Simon thinks they did retain it; and 
dat, though they did make ſome additions, they 
y had the Goſpel in its original Hebrew, as it was 
6 written by St Matthew, fo far as the proof of 
5 our Religion was concerned againſt Infidels; 
4 and moreover, that it remained exactly perfect 
0 for many ages, till the Sect of Nazareens ceaſ- 
x ing, and the Hebrew Tongue growing out of 
1 uſe, the Greet tranſlation only was preſerved; 
£ which is aſcribed to one of the Apoſtles or Evan- 
8 geliſts. Theopbylact writes, that St John was 
ö ſuppoſed to be the Perſon. Again, Father Simon 
I ſays poſitively, that the Goſpel of St Matthew 
ns was tranſlated out of Hebrew into Greek, before 


the Nazareens had inferted their Additions, 
Papias fays, there. were Greek Verſions of St 
Matthew made immediately upon the firſt pub- - 
lication ; and from hence we may be affured 
St John revited and approved the preſent Ver- 
G | fon, 
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Gon, if it was not made by him: See Tertullian 
againſt Marcion; Grotius, Euſebius, and Epi- 
hanus, who are of the ſame opinion; and Epi- 
phanius farther ſaith, : that St Matthew wrote his 
Goſpel firſt in e ; and adds, that ſome 
converted eros aſſured him, that both St Jobm's 
Goſpel, and the Ads in the Hebrew Tongue, 
were then in the poſſeſſion of the Jeren of. Ti 
berias, and by reading them, . themſelves 
became Converts, Hær. 30. n. 
Also Juſtin Martyr's Apol. 2. aſcribes the 
four Goſpels to the Apoſtles; and St Barnabas 
cites the Goſpel of St Matthew ; and Tuſiinian 
declares, they were read in the Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies every Sunday. St Irenæus, a Diſciple of 
Polycarp's, who was made a Biſhop by St Zobn, 
gives a particular account of the Writings of the 
four Evangeliſts; and ſays, there were four 
Goſpels, and no more; and that they were writ- 
ten by the Perſons whoſe names they bear. Je- 
neus, Lib. 3. ch. 11, 14. He likewiſe tran- 
ſcribes the moſt material paſſages of the As of 
the Apoſtles at large, and makes St Luke the 
Author of them : So does Clemens Alexandrinus; 
and diſtinguiſhes the four Goſpels from others 
which had aſſumed that title; Stromat. Lib. 3. 
p. 465. Strom. g. C. 12. p. 696. Clemens Ro- 
Manus, Ienatius, and Polycarp, declare the ſame | 
thing; and they converſed with the Apoſtles. - 
II is ſaid, that Pantinus, cotemporary with 
Tertullian, found the Goſpel of St Mattbeæu in 
the Fehr e Landes among ſome Chriſtians in 


Mae 2, left there by. St Bartholomew. Both Gre 
t1us 


* 
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tus and Father Simon have proved, that the 
Goſpel written by St Matt het in Hebrew was pre- 
ſerved to the time of St Jerom and Epiphanius; 
and that though the Nazareens had made ſome 
Additions, they had made no alteration in the 
original Text. As the Scriptures were read from 
the beginning in their Churches, they could not 
be loſt, neither could W be altered, without 
= found qu! „ on & 

TRE adverſaries of Chriſtianity acknowledg- 
ed the Books of the New Teſtament to be ge- 
nuine: Even Julian the Apoſtate owned the 
Goſpels to belong to their Authors; Cyr: Alex. 
contra Julian. Lib. 10. And Celfus did the 
fame ; only erg that ſome made alterations 
in them. | 

Tur moſt learned in ficret. Hiſtory g give us 
an account of ſeveral very ancient copies being 
now extant, not only in our own Country, but 
in ſeveral other Nations; one in Greet and 
Latin, in Cambridge, containing the four Goſ- 
pels, and the A#s of the Apoſtles; St Paul's 
Epiſtles are to be ſeen in the French King's 
Library, and another in the Benedictines of 
St Germain, which are thought to be a thou- 
ſand years old at leaſt. Likewiſe the Al xan- 
drian Copy, acknowledged by Morinus to be 
twelve hundred years old; alſo one Syriac 
Manuſcript of the Goſpels in the Duke of 
Florence's Library, a thouſand years old; and 
another not much leſs. Likewiſe a Gothic 
Tranſlation of the four Evangeliſts, formerly 
I to the Abby of Merdin, of a thouſand 
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tile; but Euſebius concludes St Paul was the 
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years antiquity. Alſo an ancient Latin Manu- 
ſcript, in our own and other countries. Maus 
had a Syriac Manuſcript of the Bible above a 
thouſand years old. 237 
MORINUS mentions a Coptzc Manuſcript 
of the four Evangeliſts, in the Oratorian Library 
at Paris, that had no diſtinction of verſes, or 
words, which ſhews the great antiquity of it. 
In ſhort, there are no Books in the World of 
which there are ſuch ancient copies, as of the 
Scriptures, or of which the Originals are ſtill ex- 
tant. And as none of them differ in any mate» 


rial point; the Infidels Objections againſt the 
various Readings in the ſeveral Copies, or Edi 
tions, are quite trifling, and not worthy of any 


further notice: See Father Simon's Crit. Hift. of 
the N. T. Dr Jenkins, and other Authors of 
learning and credit, for the proof of theſe things. 
T nE Canon of Scripture was fully ſettled 
from the Council of Laodicea, which met about 


three hundred and thirty-five years after our 


Lord's Incarnation ; and ſaid to be ſettled by $t 
John. And the reaſon why the Authority of 


ſome Books were at firſt doubted of, was the 


Epiſtle to the Hebrews having no name to it, 
and the ſtile being different from St Paul's o- 
ther Epiſtles; fo it likewiſe happened to St 
Peter's ſecond Epiſtle, on the account of its 


Author of it ; and likewiſe the Revelation of 


St Joon, and the ſecond and third of Jobn, 


James, and Jude, were rejected by fame, But 
ſince that time, they have been all admitted os 
| | | | e 
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Hever who lives under the Goſpel 


Es in Proof of Chriſtianity. 88 
the ſacred Canon, and were inſerted in the Cata- 
logue of Laodicea, and allowed as canonical by 
the beſt Authorities and moſt ancient Hiſtorians 
and for the References to thoſe Authors, ſee Dr 
Fenkins's Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity. Even 
the Socrnians do not reject the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, notwithſtanding the Texts do not fa- 
vour their notions ; however, they endeavour to 
wreſt them as much'to their purpoſe as they can. 
| Since then it appears, from the beſt and 
moſt ancient Authorities, that the ſeveral Books 
of the New Teſtament, as repoſed in the ſacred 
Canon, were written by the Authors whoſe 
names they bear, without any alteration of any 
conſequence ; and fince the contrary has never 
yet been to any material purpoſe diſproved ; if 

nfidels are ſo hardened as to continue Infidels, 
and hold out againſt the ſtrongeſt and. deareft 
proof and evidences of the Truth of Chriſtianity 
nothing more can be done, than has been done 


for their Salvation; for that is the term I think 


proper to make ule of in this cafe, becauſe I 
find in the ſacred Writings, (which I firmly be- 
believe came to us from God) that there 1s. no 
covenanted Mercy even for a vertuous Unbe- 
_ diſpenſation. 
And yet God Almighty declares in the fame 
divine Book, - that He world have all men to be 


faved, and come to the knowledge of the truth; 


and for that reaſon He has given us a Revelation 
of his Will, that we might be without excuſe, 


if ve neglected doing his Will when we know 
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it, or might know it. For theugb, (as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it) in the times of ignorance 
(meaning when Men had only the light of Na- 
ture for their Guide) God winked at many errors 
that the light of Reaſon was too much clouded 
to diſcover to them after the fall; it is not to be 
expected He will do it when under che cledr 
light of the "Goſpel. BELIEVRH and RHE 
is the conſtant language of the Goſpel : i With. 
out faith, it is umpoſſuble to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. 
and without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the: Lord, 
Heb. xii. 14. By theſe expreſſions, and many 
more of the ſame kind that might be quoted 
out of the ſacred Writings, it is evident, God 
Almighty will not wink at the ignorance and 
unbelief of ſuch part of the World, as have the 
opportunity of knowing the Goſpel Revelation; 
except where the low neſs of Mens capacities, or 
ſome ot her unavoidable cauſe, make them capa: 
ble of little or no Benefit from it. For we may 
underſtand from the Parable of the Talents, that 
God will require no more of us 1 He [ny 
given us an ability to perform. Pn 
Tu moſt n of the Arkgian-ef da | 
ture Men may argue with all the ſtrength they 
are able, to endeavour to make it appear, that 
the light of Reaſon, if cloſely attended to, may 
be able to diſcover general Truths; that is, what 
is morally Good or Evil, without the aid of Re 
velation : But I am quite convinced of the cons. 
trary, from my obſervation of the ſtate of the 


World both from G and profane Hiſtory, 


and 
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and by looking into myſelf, where I find Reaſon 
too weak to have diſeoyered many moral truths 
that the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt have made known 
to us. Beſides, in; many caſes, if the light of 


Reaſon ſhould diſcover: the juſtneſs and fitneſs 


of Things to us; alas l the keeble whiſpers of 
Reaſon. would prove too weak to — our 
Paſſions, and induce us to be: obedient to its 
laws, in appokitioni, to our intereſt, or fenſyal 
enjoxinents. 2; 2iidoyg oben mow adgycls 
IAE ſeen a Book: wrote 3 years 4805 
entitled, The Religion of Mature delineated ; 
which would certainly have been wrote with the 
moſt abſtracted reaſoning; and immenſe atten- 
tion and thought, and. vaſtly beyond what any 
of the antient Philbſophers arrived at 3; if ĩt had 
come from a Perſon who had had nd knowledge 
of the Chriſtian Religion: And perhaps we might 
then have been more eaſily. prevailed on to think 
the light of Reaſon ſufficient, without any Re- 
velation, from ſuch an excelling performance; ; 
or rather, that the Author was ſupernaturally 
inſpired: But as that great Author was beholden 
to the Goſpel of Jes Chriſt, the Law and the 
Prophets, to bring his thoughts to that perfec- 
tion, we view. them in; I muſt freely confeſs, 
that Author has not at all altered my ſentiments 
in regard to the neceſſity of a Revelation, to 
make Mankind clearly and fully acquainted with 
the Will of God; His Promiſes for the per- 
formance of it, and Threatnings for ſuch ne- 


Slect. But admitting for once, it is in the 
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power of human Reaſon to think in ſo uner- 
ring a manner as our Author, without any af- 
ſiſtance from Revelation: what ſervice would 
one mere Man's. thoughts be of to the World, 
unleſs every individual was capable of thinking 
in the fame way? One Philoſopher to millions 
of millions of unthinking ignorant Perſons, 


would have but very little effect on the Morals 


of ſuch Men. Again, admitting ſuch wiſe Per- 
ſons thoughts were made public to the World, 


with the ſame intention as our Bible is; if it 


appeared with no better authority, than an hu- 
man production can give it, it would carry little 
or no weight with it in regard to moral Virtues; 
becauſe, if J do not happen to think as this wiſe 
Man doth, which is moſt likely I ſhall not; 
have not I then the fame right, as a fellow 
creature, to follow my own way of 1 
as the Philoſopher has to follow his? Ves, mo 

certainly; unleſs reſtrained by ſome Divine ot 
National Laws: And if they were only penal 
Laws, eſtabliſhed by the authority of Man, 1 
conceive they would not be very efficacious, 4+ 
gainft the powerful and violent ftreams of ſen- 
fual Enjoyment, and Self- intereſt. If this is al- 
lowed to be fact, as I flatter myſelf it muſt, be- 
cauſe daily experience: evinces the truth of it; 
then it will be clear, that nothing leſs than Pre- 
cepts and Doctrines ſtampt with Divine Autho- 
rity, with the ſanctions of future Rewards: and 
Puniſhments annexed, will do any thing to- 


yards making Men virtuous and good. If the 
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terrors of the Lord,” and human Laws together, 
will not perſwade Men effectually, as I am ſorry 
to ſay they do not; human Laws, and the Light 
of Reaſon will make but few converts to Vir- 
tue, conſidering how ſadly the perfection of our 
nature has been e 105 A. W 
ſion. 

To add a ow words more-on/the occalion; ; 
Since God has been pleaſed to reveal his Will to 
Mankind, we, who know it, and believe the 
truth of it, have (in my opinion) no 
call to delineate the Religion of Nature to bring 
Men into the paths of — becauſe 
it is the only bufineſs of the Enemies to the 
W Chriſtian Revelation, and they are very ready to 
= take that-taſk on themſelves, they having no 

other argument to offer e the neceſſity for 
any Revelation 

AGaiN; I aſk how it is poſiible for us, wh 
live under the Light of the Goſpel, to be com- 

petent judges: what our ſentiments would be 
about our. duty to God and our Neighbour, 
if we had only the Light of Nature to direct 
us? We know what our thoughts are now, as 
= Chriſtians, about all religious Matters; but what 
W they would have been under the Religion of 
Nature, it is .impoſhble to know]. I can only 
lay, we have the facred Writer's word for it; 
8 the light of Nature was a very dim light, 
and next to none; it being repreſented — the 
terms of Ignorance, and Dartneſs and a ftate of 
Darkneſs ; which can mean nothing leſs than a 
wretched, . 


JJ, 


ed 11 


br ignorant, uncom 10 Nate ah con- 
fuſion and error; of corrupt opinions, and abo- 
minable practices: Their darkneſs conſiſted in a 
total ignorance of God, and their duty to him; 
for which reaſon 1 muſi think, no Perſon unin 
ſpired could by the mere light of Nature, deli- 
neate the Religion of Nature as Mr Weolaftin 
1 has done, without the aſſiſtance of a Revela- 
. tion. For, as great a Man as he was, if he had 
10 lived from his: Infancy among the Hottentdts, 
. his Religion of Nature would not have e 
. | with the advantage it does now. 
0 Turxx is a wide difference between giving 
1 one's conſent to, and approbation of a ching 


Wa 
WEB when once propoſed, and: 1n being the original 
41 in thinking about it, and finding it out, which 
Mie in reality, is the very cafe between the Light of 
% Nature, and Revelation. For though by the 
1 bare Light of Reaſon: Man would not have heen 
He able to Fen made a diſcovery of many of thoſe 


| Rules and Precepts given us in the Goſpel ; yet, 
11 00 after they have been made known to us our 
(ha | underſtandings are then clear and. perceptive 
| 
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1 enqugh to allow them to be juſt and right for 
„ God to command, and us to obey. } 
Will | HowzEvkR, I will for once make this e 
Ni Ghev to the Deiſts, and indulge them ſo far, as 
e to allow it poſſible for a philoſophic Genius, 
HR: with a virtuous diſpoſition, and uncommon: fas 
g I 0 if culties, to dive very deep into Moral Truths 
Ie and the Fitneſs of Things, only with the aſſiſt- 
M ance of the Light of Nature: Now, I aſk what 
„ point 
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Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity, 91 
point will the Deiſts =o by all this?; For, if the 
Will of God is ſo difficult to find out by the 
Light of- Reaſon (which 18 certainly the caſe) 
that not above one of God's rational creatures 
among millions of millions is able to do it, for 
want of equal capacities; then it does undenia: 
bly follow: fram hence, that tlie Eight of, Na- 
ture ĩs an inſufficient · Guide for vaſtly the great- 
eſt part of Mankind, in- IE mer in theit 
duty to their Creato. bot 
= Acai: I Will put he caſe! that: one rind 
Man was able, from the Light of Nature only; 
to communicate the whole Will of God to all 
the World; then indeed the World would know 
W what this one wiſe Man declared to be God's 
Winz butlif the doctrine he taught was not 
(like Malone s) very indulgent to: their cor- 
rupted appetites; ſure I am, it Would meet with 
a bad reception, as it muſt be eſteemed only 
the production of a fellow - creature and ſo no 
farther regarded than as it happened to ſuit with 
particular W e diſpoſitions: And no marvel 
truly that it ſhould not; without authentick 
evidence of its being in reality the revealed Word 
of the ever- living God,; ſuch as we have for the 
truth of the Chriſtiang Religion. For if, like 
Mabomet, he pretended himſelf to be a Prophet, 
and that he bad the doctrine he taught imme- 
diately from God; it is moſt certain, the bate 
teſtimony of one Man would gain little credit, 
and draw but few diſciples ales; wb without 
5 e methods. 
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met took, notwithſtanding he had made his Re- 
Ligio n ſo palatable to Men. But the Religion of 


conteſtably true; acknowledged fo by the whole 


judiced Perſons, enforce the belief of the 


9 Efays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 
Asp this was the way the Impoſtor Mabe 


— Chriſt had no need of ſuch meaſures, as 
it had ſuch various evidences of its coming from 


Heaven; and conſequently, by the Power of God 


influencing the Hearts of Men for its: 

er with its intrinſic worth. For it muſt 
be acknowledged, there is ſomething in the fi- 
cred Writings vaſtly ſuperior to all human pro. 
ductions: And to me the Divine Author appear 


ſo glaringly conſpicuous throughout the Bible 
that m e does not in the leaſt hefitate about 


it. The Hiſtory of the Old: Teſtament is in- 


ih Nation: And fo ante with the 
ew, that the belief of one muſt, to all u 


Moſt of the Pro "> ox plainly foretold the ae 4 
ing of the Meſſiah; und ef ne | 


time when He did come: And as to our 83. 
 viour's Doctrines, and Miracles, they were both 


equally aſtoniſhing. All which gives me the 

greateſt —_— that there can be total Infide 

* in any Man of common ſenſe. 
War God tells me, I muſt believe, er! 


make him à Lyar; and He had told me th if 


Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among us. And 
God has alſo told me, that the ſame Word 
which was made Fleſh; made the worlds, Bc. 
And as it is evident that Jefus Chriſt was that 
very Word that was made Fleſh, and dwelt a. 
mon; 


5 
* 


and muſt be originally from God, and of the 
f dation my Faith is built, and the ſtrong but- 


r . 
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Eſſays in Proof of Chriſtianity. 9g 
mong us; ſo it is as evident, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son of God, had a Being before He was 
conceived in the Womb of the Virgin Mary; 


fame eſſence with God. Upon this folid foun- 


treſſes and pillars ta it, are the ſeveral Predictions 
in the Old Teſtament concerning the coming of 
this Divine Perſon into the World ; which were 
all exactly fulfilled, together with the ſeveral 
Miracles wrought by Him, and his Diſciples, in 
confirmation of the truth of his Miflion and his 
Doctrine: And in particular, thoſe two grand 
ones, his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. Now gs 


1 to the manner how the San of God was be- 
gotten by the Father, whether (as ſorne will 
W have it) by Emanation, Participation, or by 


Communication from God, or any other way; 
I ſhall not attempt to unfold ſo great a Myſtery : 
nor is it neceſſary for Man to be ſolicitous about 
it, but only ta believe there is Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, and but one God, becauſe it is 
plain Scripture-doctrine; and leave the ſecret 
things that belong to God, till ſuch time as God 

ſhall think fit to diſcover them. © © 
AN argument ayainſt Jeſus Chriſt's Divmity, 
notwithſtanding his being ſtiled in Scripture the 
San of God, and God, and Lord; has by fome 
been made uſe of, becauſe both Angels and Men 
are in the fame facred Writings called the Sons of 
God; and likewiſe, becauſe the Scriptures men- 
tion Gade many, and Lords many, &c. 1 Cor. 
;  _ 


94 Effays in Proof of Ghriftiamty.. 
viii. 5, 6. and in Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. I ſaid, ye are 
Gods, &c. It muſt be allowed, the Angels are 
called the Sons of God; and fo was Adam; 
and likewiſe thoſe 20 <otom the Word F the Lord 
eume: The reaſon why the Angels and Adam 
were called the Sons of, God, lies ſo level to the 
meaneſt capacity, that it needs no anſwer; and 
as to the two laſt mentioned texts, they can do 
the oppoſers of Chriſt's Divinity no manner of 
ſervice, for the ſame Apoftle! who ſaid there be 
Gods many, and Lords many, ſaid, that to iu 


| there is but one God, the FATnrR, and one 


Lord Jesvs Cur1sT : So it is plain, that neither 
God the Father, nor God the Son can be one 
of thoſe many Gods and Lords St Paul ſpeaks 
of. Beſides, God ſtiles Jeſus Chriſt, his amy be. 
orten Son; ane his telaved Son; then what 
the Pſalmiſt ſays can have no relation to Him: 
I have ſaid, ye are Gods, und all of you are chil: 
dren of the moſt High, Pal. 4xxxii. 6. It would 
be ablurd to put the only begotten Son of God 
among the Children the Plalmift means, and 
mentions, as appears by ver. g. where he ſays; 
Fur they knew not, neither would they underſtand; 
they walked on in darkneſs. Again, ver. 7. But 


ye | ſhall dio ike Men, and fall like one "of \the 


Princes. The laſt words, which follow imme+ 
diately after the words, 1 pave ſaid ye are Gods, 
&. clearly evince, that Jeſus Chriſt, in h 
alone divelt all the fulneſs/ of the G odbeal bodih, 
Col. ii. 9. is not only far diſtinguiſhed from, 
but 9 to ſuch. Gads as thoſe — . 
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Eſſays in Proof of Cbriſtianity. 9.5» 
by the Pfalmiſt, and St Paul. God, (who is 
ſtiled God over all, bleſſed for ever; Rom. ix. 5. 
which Title ſignifies the ſupreme God; and was 
always uſed by the Jews to expreſs. that one 
God of Iſrael) cannot be one of the many: 
Tux abſolute Deiſts, (I mean ſuch as reject 
both the Old and New Teſtament) that follow 
ſtrictly the Religion of Nature, as Mr Moolaſton 
had delineated it, (if there be any ſuch as do) 
ſeem to me to.be in as ſafe a ſtate for ſalvation 
as thoſe Men who ſtrictly obſerve the Precepts 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and at the fame time will not 
allow Him to be more than human. For as I 
have made the ſacred Writings my ſtudy all my 
life time, I am firmly convinced from what I 
meet with in them, and from my own reaſon- 
ing on the occaſion, that a bare faith in -Jefus 
Chriſt only as a Prophet ſent by God fully to 
reveal his Will to Mankind, is not a ſufficient 


W faving Faith; becauſe we find him ſtiled, Matt. 


i. 23. Emanuel, which being interpreted, (as the 
Apoſtle tells us) fgnifies, God with us: The 
whole text runs thus; Behold, a virgin ſball be 
with child, and ſhall bring forth a Son, and they 


ſhall call bis name Emanuel, which being inter- 


freted, is, God with us, Can any words more 
clearly expreſs and demonſtrate the Divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, or His being both God and Man, 
than theſe? How that union is, God has not 
thought fit to diſcover to us; and therefore it 
would be high preſumption in us, to attempt 

to 
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to make it out. It is ſufficient that God has 
told us it is fo; and Jeſus Chriſt has alſo faid it 
of himſelf ; ſo we maſt, I think, either reject all 
Revelation, or believe him to be ſo; — if 
we do, we muſt neceſſarily treat him, as we are 
directed to do by the Scriptures. 

Bur let us reaſon a little more upon this it Im. 

ant Subject: Will common ſenſe allow us 
to believe, that one of our fellow- creatures ſhould 
be appointed by God to be the Judge of the 
World at the laſt day? How can a mere Man 
be qualified for ſo high an office? Becanſe, with. 
out the attribute of Omniſcience, which is pe- 
culiar to God, the demerits of Men could not 
be known ; and without that, no rightcous Judg: 
ment could be given. 

A Alx: We find by Scripture that Jeſus 
Chriſt is to be adored and honoured, even as 
we honour the Father ; that He nude Himſelf 
a voluntary Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole 
World; that He is our conſtant Mediator with 
his Father in Heaven for us: By what I have 
already taken notice of, ' and by a great deal 
more, that I muſt refer my Reader to the Scrip- 
tures for, if he is not fully convinced; ſure | 
am, that Faith in Chriſt's Doctrines, as coming 
from God, by the mouth of a Prophet, is nota 
ſufficient Faith, for Salvation, it not being ſuch 
a Faith as is required of us, unleſs we miſtake 
the ſenſe of the Scriptures, which is not likely 
to be the caſe; nor are we allowed to carve out 
for ourſelves ſo much as we like; and diſcard 


the reſt. 
We 


Bfſaye in Proof of Ghrifianityi. g 
Wx have, in my opinion, great reaſon to be 
W thankful to God, tat we are fo happy as to live 
under the Light of the Goſpel; ſo that we have 
no occaſion to rack our brains to find out Moral 
Ocod and Evil, and not diſcover it at laſt: 
Moreover, Liſe and Immortality, Heaven and 
Hell are brought to light by the ſame Goſpel, 
which the Light of Nature only could not with 
any certainty inform us of; the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion has, without diſpute, vaſtly improved 
Mankind, not only in a more perfect Knowledge 
of all Moral Buds, but likewiſe: hath greatly 
enforced the practice of them, by means of the 
W Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments being 
annexed to the obſervance, or neglect of the 
WW Laws of God; and with much reaſon is this 
W Reformation wrought, for there cannot be a 
higher motive to Piety and Virtue, than a cer- 
din Reward of eternal Happineſs; or a ranger 
eſtraint from Vice, than eternal Miſery. 

Bur granting that ſame Moral Duties mi ght 
be diſcovered by the Light of Nature; che . 
ton then will be what enforcing Power would: 
aſſiſt or enable the dictates of our conſcience to 
perform thoſe Duties, when our worldly inter- 
ct, or ſenſual enjoyments made a ſtron g oppok 
ton, if the Terrors f the Lord · were wanting to 
back the feeble: an weak impulſes of conſci- 
e ence; which, by the aid of our grand Adver- 
Wn tary the Devil, ; might be made to believe 
= were only the dreams of a diſtempered brain; 
by both which means - ſhould foon get over 
our 
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our ſcruples: If the Devil was too ſubtil for 


knowledge, bow to ſerve and pleaſe God. 


Revelation, is this; becauſe, they are in we 


olir- firſt Parents, when the Will of their Crea 
tor had been ſo lately diſcovered to them, ſo as 
to make them diſobey and break an expreſs: 
command of God's; is it at all unlikely-the 
ſhould be too hard for the children of men 
when left only to the weak arid-uncertainwhif- 
pers of their mind? I te Zaum in my men. 
bers warring againſt the Lam of my mind, and: 
bringing me into captivity to the Law of A 
which ts in my members; —— confeffion'of 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in his Epiſtle 
to the Romans,” ch. vii. 7. and in the 23th verſe 
he cries out, with great concern, O wretched 
mum, that. 7 am ] ah ſhall deliver ne from the 
body of this death e After which he appears com- 
forted, and thanks God through. Feſus Chriſt our 
Zeri; that is, He was thankful to God for 
ſending his Son in the Fleſh to be a Sacrifice 
for Sin, and to reveal the Will of his Father to 


us, that we might through him walk after the 


Spirit, and not after the Fleſh: Which words of 


St Paul are a confirmation of what I am con. 


tending for, the Truth and Neceſſity of a:Reve- 
tion. The ſame Apoſtle in another place, call. 


ed chose days, that is, before any Revelation was 


given, the times of ignorance; but our modern 
Free-thinkers will have them times of Wachen 


I APPRENEND one true reaſon, for the Deſk 
being ſo fond of the Light of: Nature, above 


3 


* 


_ - Effays in Proof of Chriſtianity. © 99 
Cad <will wink at their Sins, as the Scripture ex- 
preſſes He did, in the Gentile world; and fo, 
very likely, God will continue to do; that is, 
make allowances to ſuch as have no opportunity 
of knowing the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that live 
up to that Natural Light God has given them. 
But moſt certainly God will not, to ſuch as live 
under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, and will neither 
believe the Myſteries nor obey the Precepts of it. 
Wurm the Light of Reaſon is our only Guide, 
and by that alone we muſt diſcover the Fitneſs 
of Things, or not at all; no marvel, if we err: 
For in many caſes we ſhould be apt to be par- 
tial to ourſelves, and ſuſpect our judgments, if 
it any way interfered with our warmeſt views; 
and think that right; or at leaſt indifferent, when 
tit immediately concerned ourſelves, which per- 
W haps we might think wrong and unfit when 
done by others. Now Revelation has quite 
cured all theſe doubts and uncertainties, by in- 
forming us in every particular, and in plain terms, 
what is Good and what is Evil; what is Virtue, 
and what is Vice : We have poſitive Precepts 
given us for our Duty to God, our Neighbours 
and ourſelves ; ſo that if we err, we cannot plead 
ignorance as we might under the Light of Na- 
ture only: And over and above all this, our 
obedience or diſobedience to theſe revealed Laws 
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gia? have Rewards' and Puniſhments annexed to them 
ils in another world, in order to encourage us to 
we the one, and deter us from the other; which 
pes was not diſcoverable by our natural capacities. 
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'< he does now for an endleſs ſtate of H 


might have pleaded ignorance af God — 
< at the great day of account, but as the cak 
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and Neceſfity of a Revelation of the Will af | 


| obey as far as he is ab the Laws of God, fince 
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THEREFORE, as it appears God did deſign us 
for a ſtate of eternal happineſs or miſery in ano- 
ther World, and on eg account made us free 
agents; ſure I am it would have been inconſiſt- 


ent with the Attributes of God not to have given 
us a clear Revelation of his Will, over and above 


that inward Light given in general to — 
I fay, in general, becauſe God Almighty, for 
proper purpoſes gave an extraordinary Ihumins- 
tion to ſome: To uſe the worlds of of a Right 
Reverend Prelate; How could we have re- 
« conciled it with the perfections of God, our 
& all-wiſe Governor, if he had intended us as 


or Miſery after a tranſitory Life, and uffered 


** us to be plunged into it, without having cm- 


© municated to us any previous notice of | His 
intention? In that caſe we indeed with juſtice 


« ſtands we are without excuſe.” - 
My way of judging of the Reaſbndbleneh 


God, to give Mankind a perfect knowledge hoy 
to pleaſe Him ; is, from a conſciouſneſs that my 
.own capacity could never have diſcovered many 
things to be eriminal in the fight of God, -that 
now appear to be ſo, as they are forbidden by 

our Creator, who certainly bas a right to govem 
us, and knows what is for our good. Now © Wil 

every Man is in Duty bound to endeavour v 


we 


F JF AS THT 2H 


W cannot believe ſuch and 
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we are made acquainted with them; conſequent- 
ly, Chriſtians muſt in many reſpects. be more 


virtuous and pious than Unbelieyers, unleſs an 


Infidel happen to be conſtitutionally virtuous, 
which I believe very ſeldom happens. 1 
. Tris is farther evident, if we obſerve the 


contraſt between the lives of the Heathen and 


primitive Chriſtians, as alſo our modern Unbe- 
levers and fincere Chriſtians ; did not the one 
commit every wickedneſs that could be invent- 


ed? Did not the. Chriſtians keep themſelves un- 


ſpotted from the world, by. ſtrictly obeying the 
Laws. of their crucified Saviour? And are we 
not at this time come to an inundation of Hea- 
then Wickedneſs? Are not the moſt deteſtable 
and unnatural ones, beſides many others, ſome 
of which carry neither pleaſure nor profit with 
them, but ſeem to be only intended to. inſult 
God Almighty, grown common and faſhionable 
among us? I know no other reaſon: can be af- 
ſigned for all this, but the great growth of In- 
fidelity: For I muſt think it impoſſible for any 
thinking Perſon,, that believes. the truth -of the 
Chriſtian Religion, to be guilty of enormous 
crimes. I do not ſay; the beſt, of Chriſtians in 
this age live without ſin: No? Far from it; 


with our utmoſt care we are all Sinners in the 


ſight of God; but I muſt, hope not ſo great as 


we might be in a ſtate of Infidelity. 55 

I nave heard ſome Unbelievers fay, by 
fuch things; and if 
3 they 
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they cannot believe, how can their Unbelief in 
juſtice be imputed” to them as a crime? In an- 
ſwer to which, I aſſert, that unbelief muſt be 
a crime, where there is nothing contrary to 
Reaſon that we are required to believe; and 
where there is withal the rongeſt Evidence for 
our belief, and none againſt it. Which is the 
caſe, for our believing the Truth of the Holy 
Scriptures ; nay, even the Myſteries of Chriſti- 
anity, though above our Reaſon; becauſe we are 
aſſured it is the Word of God'; and the contrary 
never was, or ever can be diſproved: Beſides, 
theſe very Men believe a thouſand things readily 
not half ſo credible as' the facred Writings. ''A 
Man may as well fay, it is not in his power tobe 
virtuous, or to practiſe any of the Duties of 
Chriſtianity ; ; nay, indeed with much more Rea- 
ſon, becauſe moſt certainly the ſtruggle with 
Nature, in order to conquer ſome criminal paſ- 
ſions, would be much ſtronger and more diffi- 
cult to get over, than the ſtruggle with Reaſon 
in order to cure our Unbelief. Lord Verulam 
fays, «The Prerogative of God extendeth as 
<« well to the Reaſon as the Will of Man:“ 80 
that as we are to obey his Laws, though we 
find a reluctance in our Will; ſo we are to 
believe his Word, though we find a reluctance 
in our Reaſon :: All unbelief is an act of diſobe- 
dience; becauſe Faith itſelf is a matter * Pre- 
cept, A plain Evangelical Duty? n 
AGAIN: There is anotlier method to talks 
which I a earneſtly recommend to theſe Un- 
belie vers, 
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believers, ' if they d not chooſe: to continue in 
their Infidelity ; which is this: To apply fre- 
quently. and fervently to the Throne of Grace, 
to take away their heart of unbehef, and renew 
a right ſpirit within them: To confer with 
ſome ſpiritual Guides of. Learning, Wiſdom and 
Piety ; and above all things, to free themſelves 
from Luſt and Paſſion, and all other Prejudices 
and Prepoſſeſſions: To come with an honeſt, 
humble, and well-diſpoſed. mind, both to be- 
lieve the truth and practice it. For it is be 
upright man that God will guide in judgment; 
and thoſe that are gentle, to them will he teach 
his way. The ſecret. of the Lord being with 
them that fran him, and to ſuch only He hath 
promiſed to ſhew his covenant, Pſalm xxv. 14. 
xii. 9. Theſe are the proper means to become a 
Believer. And if this was done in earneſt, and 
with that warmth of devotion that the nature 
of the thing requires, I make no doubt of God's 
hearing their Prayers, and granting their im- 
portunate Requeſts. And in . caſe. He ſhould 
not, for. Reaſons beſt known to His unerring 
= Wiſdom, they might then with more calm- 
neſs and tranquility of ſoul continue in virtu- 
W ous Infidelity ; - I mean, by practiſing the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity as Moral Duties; conſider; 
ing, that as they had done all in their power 
to create a belief in Jeſus Chriſt, they might 
irom the Goodneſs, of God have. ſome hopes 
of finding Mercy at the great day of account, 
4 211 To fl e 51049: rl x 
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when all Myſteries will be unfolded, "6 to 
'Unbeliever' will be there. 

BEFORE I conclude this Ela 1 muſt take 
the Hberty to offer one thing wore to the In- 
fidels ſerious conſideration, becauſe undoubted- 
1y it will be a heavy charge on them at the 
day of Judgment (if they believe ſo much from 
the Light of Reaſon that there will be ſuch a 
day, when they muſt give an account to the 
great Judge of the World of all their evil 
thoughts, 0 and actions) and ſuch a charge, 
I may fay, as they will not be able to anſwer; 
which will be hit, or to the fame effect: 
« Why they could not be contented to enjoy 
their own way of thinking, without taking in- 
defatigable pains by writing and in converſation, 
to bring Mankind into the ſame rebellious! ſen- 
timents againſt God and his holy Religion with 
with themſelves?” For it is as much Rebellion 
_ apainſt God to endeavour to deſtroy his true Re. 
ligion and Church, which has beth eſtabliſhed 
for almoft two thoufand years, as it would be 
Rebellion againſt a Prince for a few of his Sub- 
jects to endeavour to dethrone him and neu- 
model the legal Government. I would fain 
know what right any private Men have to dif- 
turb or deſtroy any National Religion, or Civil 
Government? There is a wide difference be- 
tween endeavouring to reform ſome errors in 
the Chriſtian Church, as was done by us Pro- 
teſtants againſt the Church of Rome, and root- 
ing up the whole fabric, and ſyſtem of it; one 
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is certainly prdi 


ra 


caſe ; for I know the Deiſts ſay they 


1 — if hgh 
is an 
affront and mult on the God of Heaven, 
Author of it: "Moreover, it is the hei — 
vanity and conoeitedneſs for an rable 
number of Men to ſet themſelves up to be wifey 
than millions: of milhons; for doubtleſs. there 
of ſound Judgment and 
Learning, chat believe the truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion; and ſure I am, bey cannot 
be excepted - againſt as not proper Bvidences 
and Judges, as they have no Worldly intereſt to 
ſerve by it. 1122 not brought in that learned 
body of Men, the Miniſters of Chriſt's Goſs 
pel, becauſe they may be thought partial in the 
preach for 
hire what they do not believe: Not that I can 
allow it a.juſt one, in any reſpect ; one Reaſon 
is enough to give; which is this: . Becauſe k - 
is my opinion, that as wiſe, as pious and as 
learned as I believe many of them have been in 
all Ages, to this time, none of them ever had 


| Wiſdom enough to be the Authors or Contri> 


vers of the Chriſtian Religion; though they 
have Wee and Wiſdom enough to — 
the Truth of its coming from God, agai x 
moſt potent Adverſaries. 

Bur to proceed: Having thade a Hude di- 
greſſion from what I intended at the beginning 
of this laſt Paragraph; I will for once ſuppoſe 
an Unbeliever has taken all-poffible ways and 
means to bring himſelf to a true Chriſtian Faith, 
and All continues an -Infidel ; what is then to 


be 
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be done? Why in ſuch a caſe this Unbelieyer 
ought; to keep his opinion to himſelf; and if 
he does not, but is officious to corrupt other 


40 with his damnable Infidelity, he muſt then ex- 
£111 AR pow no mercy; from his judge at the laſt Day, 

. uſe his Sin in not believing will be imme {e- 
Bait tt ly aggravated by his great; aſſiduity to propagate 


lic Chriſtian Church; for on this occaſion it will 
be impofüble for Inſidels to contrive any alleyiat- 
ing excuſe, or indeed to make any claim to the 


i f a an: ion conttarꝝ to the Belief of the Catho- 


11:1 | Judge's Favour or Mercy; nay, the very Souls 
Nenn chat he or they have been the cauſe. of making 
A BEL miſerable, will cry out for vengeance agai 
HO RUAN: them ; and may well do ſo, from what. our 
e bleſſed Saviour hath ſaid, Matt. xviii. 6, 7. But 
Fats: whoſo ſhall offend. one of theſe little ones that be- 
HE FUE lieue in me, it were better for him that a mil, 
1000 1 ure hanged a wal his neck, and that be Were 
1 | drowned in the. depth. of the fea. Wo unto the 
ene ward becauſe! of \ offences :. for it muſt needs be 
NOAM that offences come: but 0 C0 that man by . 
ALY the offence cometh. . 
FURY -  Cons1DER- and lay ſeriouſly to. heart, 0 Te 
Wm! Unbelievers, theſe things! And if you are fo 


hardened as to reject the Doctrines of Chriſtiani- 
ty. yourſelves, keep your opinions a ſecret” as 
much as you can within your own breaſt, that 
you may not be acceſſary to the eternal undoing 
of your fellow-creatures :. I will be bold to fay, 
If the Chriſtian Religion will not make Men 
1 honeſt, righteous and good, no other Re- 


ligion 
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Eſſays "in Proof 77 Chriſtianity. 1 oh 
tgion can do it; Why then do ye Unbelievers 


take ſuch pains: to make Men deſert that Reli. 


gion which, (if it had not come from Heaven, 
as it moſt undoubtedly did) is beyond diſpute 
the moſt perfect — of Doctrines that ever 
the World gave birth to? How immenſely is 


our underſtanding illuminated and enlarged by 


the Goſpel? What did we know of God?” What 
did we know of our Duty to God? What did 
we know of our ſtate after Death, till Revela- 
tion diſcovered all theſe important things to us? 
bin.) little, it muſt be owned, with any certain- 

And yet, now we have it, we are diſpleaſed 
Anh it, becauſe it is too pure and too ſtrict for 
us to comply with and embrace, ſo we are a 


ſiduous to get rid of it, by endeavouring to 


make the world believe it is all Prieſt- craft; and 
that we are under no obligation to follow any 
other Directions and Laws than what the TO 
of Nature will afford us. | 
To concluae all: The caſe between Believers 
and Chriſtian Deiſts ſtands thus: If Behevers of 


the truth of the Chriſtian Religion are deceived 


about it, they have ſuch ſtrong Evidence, the 
ſacred Writings, to plead their cauſe in defence 
of their errors, that ſure I am, God Almighty is 
too juſt and good to puniſh h that were led 
into a virtuous error, by ſuch powerful and ir- 
reſiſtable motives as the Holy Bible furniſh us 
with, over and above the intrinſic worth and 
excellency of the Doctrines and Precepts there- 


in ran So that it muſt be ſaid, if it is a 
fraud, 
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Fraud, it is æ very pidus and uſeful one 10 tlie 


been given us by the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous af 
the Heathen Philoſophers, ſo that it evidently 
appears, that the Believers and Practiſers of the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity muſt be in a fafe cons 


dition cither way. But on the other ſides if 


the Scriptures . at laſt to be the Ward: of 
God; and not the invention of Men; what 
then muſt: be. the fate of Unbelievers in a Chri- 
tian Country. Since by that Word we are told, 
that there: is no nam under Nauen by which ur 
aan be ſaved, lut by the name of Jeſus ; with 
many other Texts to the fame: purpoſe: And if 
God of his infinite goodacſs and mercy hath 
thought fit: to appoint a Saviour to die for our 
fins, and to-be our Mediator in Heaven, according 
to the Scriptures, and: hath by the fame ſacred 
Writings. commanded. all thoſe who have an 
opportunity of hearing of Him and his Dor- 
trines, abfolutely to. believe :in Him, and obey 
his commands; are we, notwithſtanding all this, 
inſolently to deny and rejett the Author of our 
Salvation, when. we are in plain terms told the 
dreadful conſequence: of it? The very thought 
ftrikes ſo 8 horror and trembling into my 


Soul, that I muſt aſſure Unbelievers of all De- 


nominations, that I think the danger of Unbelief 
is ſo great in regard to Mens Salvation who live 
under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, that if I could 
live ten thouſand years in the vigour of youth, 
uninterrupted health, tranquility and * 
| | an 
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and withal be Emperor of the Univerſe; I would 
not, (if I know my own heart) on thoſe terms 
diſbelieve the Truth of the Chriſtian Religjoi 
(even though I was a ſtrict Moral Man: For 
what is ten thouſand years to Eternity? And 
what will it profit a man to gain the whole world, 
and boſe his own foul ?. For without faith and 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; and for all 


ſuch (and ſuch only who live in a Chriſtian Coun- 
mh) Jeſus-Qhriſt ins opened the Gate: of 2 


Li 
I 3 finiſh "this Eſſay with: 1 to 
os aide God for the Converſion of all Va: 
8 


—— 
—— 


— — — 


— — 
— 


* 


N See * 5 


17 
1 
7 
4 
1 


1 — — — I * 
„jẽf.ãẽ— ,.. A or on gs 
ws. r Y 
: 2 — — . I wr 
— 1 xx r 


—— —äꝗ—ümͤ—ä — —— K ů — 5 
— _ : : * * 4 * — 
NK - wr — 7 7 


7 1 * . EY * - * * P 
144 1 — 1 N 0 4 1 % » | 0 4 Aa & Py _— + — 
e . 7 — * Hos 741 FLY W- * 4 ” S* C48 # + % 42. 
> % a hy . 12 i» 75 0 42 —_— 9 * — 4 1 < > 5 "> v 25% # 
” . 5 144 1 % 1 I 44 c B44 
2 — A 19 — « 
to \ j — \ — — 
N | 1 22 
8 * ll er DW }*: 
ik 7 . LORE * 0 — 6 
> : — \ o 
. Ne 45 1 CLE WIL CES 
4 5 j 
* f 0 — 
N C ** Iz f 12 13 Fog * 7 : #4 1 - > ” > „ $4 
Mi. 8 V - 22 > (3 04. ; #32 10 p S TR" 
[1 25 x 1 * 
* | * % gx. 4 « 38 5 2 *. * ; 2 * « N 8 * W * 
Ld 24 24 * „e " # * 
8 " 
f. Y 5 L _ 
, * i3 0 8 4 Fd 
*. 
* * hs 
7 * * 0 +. * 
1974 LY 4 1 C n 
* RAA 
1 * $41 ! A 4 5 
* * * 
3 6. rity 
I 43 ww + a4 


BOY * Wert «$449 #3 


O Lei wag Adbrabis a8 Good 
God! Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; Hear, I moſt humbly and ear- 
neſtly beſeech Thee, my Supplication 
and Prayer: I have endeavoured to 
know thy Will, and to obey thy holy 
Laws; but if, after all my care and 
ains to find out the Truth, my Faith 
pie be erroneous; - I n devoutly 


beg thy Almighty aſſiſtance, that my 


underſtanding may be fo illuminated 


by the Spirit of Truth, as to have a 
right Faith in all things : And may 
that Faith lead me into the Paths of 


Righteouſneſs. And now, O Lord, I 


have 


A PRAYER rite 
have approached the Throne of Grace 
for myſelf, I will not leave it until I 
have implored of thy Divine Majeſty the 
ame favour for my F > aq”. 
and in particular for Thoſe who reje& 
thy revealed Word, and love Darkneſs 
rather than Light. O merciful Father, 
who art infinitely Good and Gracious, 
and wouldeſt have all men to be faved ; 
Grant me (if conſiſtent with thy uner- 
ring Wiſdom and Juſtice) my Petitions 
through the Merits and for the Sake of 
thy ; 5h Son my bleſſed Redcemer. 
Amen, Amen. 
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